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PREFACE. 



'.It may be proper to state, that the author strictly prohibited 
any advertisement in the papers, during Lord King's illness, 
and as strictly prohibited- any sale of this pamphlet, imme- 
diately after his death ; the reader, therefore, will consider 
unsaid, and cancelled,* any. and every expression which might 
be deemed disrespectful, over the grave, particularly where 
Lord King, in the title-page, is classed with Lord Teynham. 

W. L. BOWLES. 
London, June 25, 1853. 



of a large diocese, with cathedral duties twice every day 
in the year? Though a Master of Chancery, as the Quar- 
terly Reviewer well observes, might find time to write 
pamphlets on subjects of which he knows nothing, what 
leisure could a bishop have, incessantly occupied with cor- 
respondence, to devote to his own concerns, or his books ? 
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PREFACE. 



Since these pages were begun, it appears, from an 
admirable article in the Quarterly Review, on Lord Hen- 
ley's Plan, that already the poor Dean and his spiritual 
helpers are to be dismissed ; and the Bishop, being turned 
out of Parliament, according to another plan of our good 
Master in Chancery, will be expected to keep up the 
psalmody himself! 

" No more cats than will catch mice,'- seems to be hi* 
Lordship's motto, after certain modern political economists* 
But what bishop and what man could undertake the care 
of a large diocese, with cathedral duties twice every day 
in the year? Though a Master of Chancery, as the Quar- 
terly Reviewer well observes, might find time to write 
pamphlets on subjects of which he knows nothing, what 
leisure could a bishop have, incessantly occupied with cor- 
respondence, to devote to his own concerns, or his books ? 
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VI 

It seems that Plans of Church Reform crowd on the 
visions of the solemn Master in Chancery, like the clouds 
of the summer, which at one time are very " like a whale, " 
and in another become like a " camel." It seems a pity, 
that he who is so " scriptural" should not " study to perform 
" his own business," instead of occupying his thoughts with 
visions of Church-Reform, evanescent as soon as brought 
forth. 

Upon the whole of this Plan, as it affects our ancient 
establishments, and the shapes it has taken ere we can look 
round, we cannot express our feelings better than in the 
words of Mrs. Trollope — 

" My — , was there ever ?" 

It was not till these pages were nearly out of type that I 
saw Professor Pusey's work on the same subject 

Speaking of the rushing torrent which threatens to de- 
stroy our bulwarks, and calls for our united strength, he 
enumerates the enemies of these institutions — " the profes- 
" sore of Naturalism, Socinianism, Rationalism" 

Alas! he forgot one enemy more inveterate against ca- 
thedrals than all of them put together — " Puritanism ! !" 

He has omitted to speak of cathedral services and choir 
music, respecting which Lord Henley has conceived and 
written in the spirit of " Praise-God-Barebones." 

The cathedral worship is " cold and formal," according to 
his views. 
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Mr. Tennyson, now a member of the first reformed Par- 
liament, and his colleague, Mr. Hawes, an eminent dealer 
in soap, have pronounced, also, cathedral services a mere 
" ding-dong" worship, and the most illustrious examples of 
learning, and piety, and charity, from age to age, " drones 
" and locusts." 

That they are not " drones" the long list of their im- 
mortal works will prove ; and as to " locusts, 9 ' they are 
neither more nor less so than those who have inherited their 
property without any works at all, done in return. 

The Calvinistic ideas of the " pompous ceremonials" and 
cold formal " services" of the cathedral are mere figures of 
the same speech, which the same people used before they 
destroyed " episcopacy,'* root and branch, with its ungodly 
gear of " surplices," and its " barkings" of " duets, chants, 
and anthems."* 

" Shut to the door, good John !" Mercy on us ! Plans 
on plans, for Church-Reform, succeed. 

" Velut unda super ven it wide." 

* I have spoken of the incongruity of reading the " Vcnite," when the 
words are — 

" Oh ! come let us sing," 

Honest Tate and Brady, in their metrical translation of the Psalms, fall into 
the same incongruity, foi when the congregation are expecting a psalm in 
metre, the clerk quavers— 

" Oh! come loud anthems let us sing." 

A clergyman at Hampstead has adopted a new and appropriate style of in- 
troducing the " Venite." He reads entirely the first verse, *' Oh ! come let 
" us sing unto the Lord," &c, and the choir and organ immediately follow, 
11 let us come before his presence," &c 
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The Rev. Mr. Pullen's pfan, preferred under the especial 
patronage of the Lord Chancellor, exceeds, in liberality, 
that of Lord Henley ! 

If a " portio congrua" — the old expression of the monks 

— be not sufficient, let the deficiency be supplied by 

" Chapter property !" quoth this equitable, well-read, and 
trenchant Vicar ! 

Further, " That twelve new Bishops, without diocese, or 
other cure, be chosen to legislate in the House of Peers "!* 

Quaere, What is to support them when the ancient lands 
and freeholds are taken away ? 

I here resign the pen. 

March 20th> 1833. ' 



• There is some advantage in having, in one House of Parliament at 
least, those who can give an answer to the flippancies and abuse of those 
high-minded and united peers—Lords King and Teynbam ! 
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A LETTER 

TO THK 

RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD HENLEY 

CHIEFLY RELATIHO TO 

CATHEDRAL ESTABLISHMENTS AND 
CHOIR-SERVICES, 

OCCASIONED BY SOME PASSAGES IN HIS LATE 

iPlan of <&i)uzti) i&tform* 

My Lord, 

I did not meet with the publi- 
cation, containing your Lordship's Plan of 
Church Reform, till the title-page announced 
the fourth edition ; and although this circum- 
stance is a proof that its arguments have made 
a considerable impression on the public mind, 
and though it may appear somewhat late to 
address your Lordship on the subject, yet that 
subject, brought forward with the weight of a 
name so highly respectable, at a period so 
deeply affecting that Church in which, with 
prayers for its prosperity as fervent as your 
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own, I know not how soon my eyes may 
be closed — has induced me, from a sense of duty, 
leaving other studies, to request your attention 
to some observations, particularly on that por- 
tion of the church-establishment, which my 
Lord King, less courteously calls, "trumpery 
Deans and Chapters'* !* 

With regard to what I shall say, I can have 
no possible interest, for your Lordship, in front 
of your Bill of Reformation, most honourably 
proposes, 

" That no ecclesiastical person whatever shall be in any man- 
" ner affected by this Act in respect to any right or interest 
11 which he may have at the time of passing the Act, except 
" with his own consent." 

Notwithstanding this most just and fair con- 
sideration, it does not require the caustic pen of 
Junius to describe what must be his feelings 
who could console himself under the thought 
of the injury to those establishments, which, in a 
Christian country, have, as I hope to prove, 
rendered the greatest service to that country, 
and its religious interests — with the selfish 
reflection, that they would " last his time P > 



* See also my Lord Teynham's liberal denunciation of " 1 
less Cathedrals J ! " We know of what use Lord Teynham's 
groom may be, but, in the name of God, of what " use 9 is he ? 
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In what I shall further observe, 1 beg to state 
explicitly, that if any word should escape me ap- 
parently inconsistent with that respect which is 
due to your Lordship's station and character, I 
beseech you to consider it not as arising from want 
of veneration for that character, but as called 
forth, in some passages, by the subject alone ; 
and here let us thank you, my Lord, for the noble 
testimony you have borne to the Clergy when 
speaking of the advantages derived from the 
learning and piety of those, who, chiefly from 
these despised chapters, have so often issued 
forth, in the panoply of Christian arms, age 
after age, to defend the bulwarks of Chris- 
tianity, and you will believe that, in common 
with so many others — though I might disagree 
with the principles of your plan, I should be the 
last to detract from the ingenuous and sincere 
avowal of those principles. 



Your Lordship's dedication to his Majesty 
William IV* will and ought to occupy the 
first place in our thoughts, for, to show the 
entire consciousness of the rectitude of your 
views on the question of Church Reform, your 
Plan is inscribed to the head of that Church 

b2 
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upon earth, whom we acknowledge " over all 
causes, as well ecclesiastical as civil, supreme.* 

To this " Sovereign over all causes," and 
Head of our Church upon earth, you present 
your Plan of Reform, I doubt not, with the 
same consciousness of having done your duty as 
that learned and venerable Prelate, who, on his 
knees, presented the translation of the Bible 
to King James. 

But, my Lord, here we must pause. Can you, 
indeed, " safely affirm" that " no one whose 
" outward life and conversation evince that 
€€ pure and peaceful wisdom which comes from 
€€ above, has ever expressed any disapprobation 
" of the extent to which your plan is carried ?" 
Those with whom you take counsel may have 
informed you this, but if it be so, what are 
they to do, " whose outward life and con- 
" versation is as pure and peaceable" as your 
own, who yet scruple not to express most de- 
cided disapprobation — both to the spirit, and 
to the " extent" to which your plan is car- 
ried! Therefore neither they nor I can be, in 
your Lordship's opinion, "amongst those whose 
" life and conversation evince that pure and 
" peaceful wisdom which comes from above !" 
I take the liberty to mention this, as it is only 
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in the above passage, and some few others, 
that candour seems for a moment to be for- 
gotten ; and from this passage, and those few 
others, we might almost be tempted to believe 
that your Lordship may have spoken more 
from the judgment of others than your own. 
Were I, in turn, to lay down the same rule 
of judgment as peremptorily as yourself, 
and not fearing any appeal to my u outward 
life and conversation" — I should tell you, 
that whoever so pronounces, even if he be- 
longed to the " infallible" Roman Church, 
— whatever may be his " outward life and 
conversation," — has no particular reason to 
boast of " that pure Christian spirit which 
" comes from above !" for, my Lord, a voice 
more powerful than yours, or that of any 
human being, has said, " Judge not, and ye 

" SHALL NOT BE JUDGED !" 

But utterly disregarding any human con- 
demnation of that spirit, on which He only can 
pronounce, to whom " all hearts be open," even 
respect cannot refrain from a smile at the fol- 
lowing most conclusive testimony, from what- 
soever " suggestion," * it may have arisen, 

• See the passage in which his Lordship says, " it has been 
suggested." 
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" The more spiritual and the more scriptural hare been the 
" views of those who have honoured me with their notice, the 
" more entire has been their approval!!* 9 

To say the truth, I fear, few truly " scriptu- 
ral" Christians would be inclined to admit of 
such an " infallible" test, either of " spiritual 
or scriptural views," seeing the test would doubt- 
less be — the accordance of such spiritual and 
scriptural views with your own ! 

Leaving these suggestions to your candid 
reflections, I believe very few will read what 
follows without the deepest concern, admitting 
the facts to be as stated* 

" That the most grievous of those evils which surround, at 
" the present moment, the Church, is the non-residence of the 
" beneficed Clergy ; and that, notwithstanding their residence is 
" far more general than some years ago, out of 10,533 livings in 
" England and Wales, there should be only 4413 residents ; more 
" than 4000 livings insufficient to maintain a minister ; more 
" than four thousand eight hundred with not fit residence upon 
" them ! !" 

The consequences are obvious, and as awful 
as obvious; but the inference drawn might not 
be entirely such as is drawn by your Lordship, 
for, thirty or forty years ago, the residence of 
the Clergy was much more lax than it is in 
these days, nor were they so assiduous and ex- 
emplary in their duties ; but when the evils and 
crimes in consequence of the " non-residence' 9 of 
the Clergy are justly estimated, did it never 
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enter into your thoughts, my Lord, that, be- 
sides swarms of infidel tracts of all kinds, there 
are ignorant, and hypocritical, and ranting in- 
structors, with little of " that wisdom which t* 
"from above" in every creek and corner of the 
land ? and further, that the more they preach 
what they pronounce "the only true gospel," nay, 
and the more general is the residenceof the Paro- 
chial Clergy, new crimes and new abominations, 
like armed men, sown from dragon's teeth, 
start up on every side. But if these things are so, 
cannot your Lordship conceive, that when on one 
side we are encountered by daring and open vice 
and profligacy, and when, on the other, 
there is a " zeal not according to know- 
ledge;" — when, among those who are puffed 
up as the only " truly religious and spiri- 
tual," there are often found the most loath- 
some examples of depravity ; — when morals 
and moral obligations are often, among such 
teachers and preachers, kept entirely out of 
sight, as not part of that gospel of grace 
they are sent to preach ;*— when seraphic 
ladies visit the cells of the direst murderers, and 

• See a most instructive letter, produced at the last assize 
for the Western circuit, of an evangelical and married old 
" Schoolmaster/' to one of his young female scholars. 
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send them smirking to the gallows ;* —can we 
wonder, that every assize, in every assize town 
in the kingdom, is fertile in cases of hideous 
depravity, without tracing the cause entirely 
to the neglect of the Clergy, or on account 
of " non-residence" and pluralities? 

The inestimable advantage of clerical resi- 
dence in a Christian nation must, indeed, be 
universally admitted, and the want of it as 
deeply deplored ; but how many baptized at 
the hallowed fonts of our national faith, are still 
religiously and virtuously brought up — more, 
far more — and that chiefly owing to an edu- 
cated clergy dispersed through our remote 
hamlets— far more so brought up, in this Pro- 
testant community, including Scotland, than 
are to be found in any other nation of the 
earth ! 

Alas ! we need'not look far to find numerous 
other causes besides the non-residence of the 
Clergy to account for much of the " ignorance 

* See the disgusting account of a young lady's smile of ap- 
probation when that ruthless murderer Cook was taken from the 
bar ! How could any Christian magistrates suffer these soul- 
polluted misses to visit the cells of felons ? 

A lady has published a tract confessing that this most inhu- 
man murderer appeared in her eyes "the brightest son of 
God"!! 
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" and irreligion that prevails,** or to convince 
us why " gaols are crowded" and why " cir- 
" cuit after circuit the judges are lamenting 

" the ALARMING INCREASE OF CRIMES !" Page 8. 

But we now come in direct contact witli the 
Prima mail lobes. Cathedral Sinecurists, on 
account of whom I have thought it right to 
address this humble remonstrance to your 
Lordship. 

" £ 300,000 per annum are devoted entirely to sinecures ! 
" the purpose for which it is paid is that of providing divine 
" service in about thirty cathedral and collegiate churches."— 
Lord Henley. 

My Lord, did you, and do you, and can you 
say, that j£300,00G is devoted " entirely to si- 
necures" f The episcopal office is spared, and 
he must in these days, be bold in moral courage, 
who, exposed to insult and proscription, against 
which grey hairs and virtuous lives afford no 
protection, would be in haste to accept that, 
or any of the more dignified stations in 
the Establishment. But is an Archdeacon's 
office " an entire sinecure" who, for half or 
one-third of the wages of a London tailor's 
traveller, is employed in attending visitations, or 
various religious meetings through the county, 
with almost incessant occupations, and calls 
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for subscriptions ? * Is the office of Dean 
"entirely a sinecure?" Has be no duties 
to perform ? no sermons to compose and 
preach ? no parishes called Peculiars to 
visit, besides, superintending twice every day 
for three months the public service in his 
cathedral ? Is the place of Canon Residentiary 
entirely a sinecure 9 ' ? Can he be absent one 
day from the cathedral services during his three 
months' residence? Has he no sermons on 
public occasions to compose ? On almost every 
Sunday, indeed, if the prebendary, whose turn 
it is to preach, is not present, the residentiary 
preaches. Has he no schools to attend? 
No public functionaries to receive ? -f- No cha- 
rities to dispense? I know not whether the 
large sum you assign to such entire sinecurists 
be correct, but I am sure, if it be, some Chap- 
ters get very little of it; — I am sure that 
the cathedral Clergy are not "entirely rinecu- 

• To show that the revenues of these dignitaries in the 
Church, since the reformation, are pretty well curtailed already, 
in the Papal times it was ordered that no Archdeacon should 
come to a clergyman's house with more than twenty-four horses ! 
He could not keep one with the profits of archdeaconry alone, 
in the present times. 

f His Lordship kindly says, he " preaches a few sermons" ! 
yes, and he is sworn to " exercise hospitality/ 9 as bishops are 
required to do by the gospel. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



13 

rists, in any sense of the word ;*' and I am 
sure, also, as a body, they have done more im- 
portant services to the cause of religion, not 
excepting your Lordship's counsellors, than 
any set of men in the kingdom. 

But is it not somewhat singular that a noble- 
man of education, candour, and piety, should 
sit down to write on & momentous subject,— 
consulting, as it should seem, those who— 
if we may judge from some other things which 
have been "suggested" as to reformation of 
cathedral choirs — are not over favourable to 
public services in these majestic places of 
worship, which services your Lordship pro- 
nounces " cold and formal*' ! 

My Lord, when some malignant writers of the 
press, have boldly as falsely stated that an Arch- 
deacon's" sinecure" amounts to fifteen hundred, 
and that of Canons Residentiary to a thousand 
or twelve hundred a year, we might have hoped 
that, in estimating the gross sum which, it is said, 
is applied to support these establishments, some 
remarks would have been made by a noble- 



# The communion-service is always read by the Residentia- 
ries to which the quoir responds, in harmonies, so devotional and 
impressive, that they might, we should almost think, 
" Draw iron tears down Calvin's cheek" ! 
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man of high station and character, respect- 
ing these iniquitous and scandalous exag- 
gerations; instead of which the sum is lumped 
all in one large aggregate, on the very highest 
calculation— I will not say to countenance 
that exaggeration— but as if to astound us with 
the amount, placed as it were in front, and 
then asserting all this is paid "entirely for 
sinecures." 

At all events you will admit, that, as to the 
" entire sinecures," information the most accu- 
rate should have been sought from other 
sources than, possibly, from those whose look 
towards our ancient and beautiful Cathedrals 
is as " cold" as you deem their services " cold 
and formal." 

As your " spiritual friends," my Lord, have 
" suggested 99 some things, allow me to " sug- 
gest" a little more information on the subject 
of these " entire sinecures" as you are pleased 
to designate them. 

In some Cathedrals, it may be observed, 
that those who preside over their public services 
are called Prebendaries, as at Durham, Win- 
chester, &c. There are, in other cathedrals, as 
Wells, York, St. Paul's, Exeter, Salisbury, a 
larger body called Prebendaries, who, except in 
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a general chapter, and preaching once in their 
yearly turn, have nothing more to do with the 
" cold and formal" worship in the cathedral. 
In Salisbury there are forty of these preben- 
daries, six of whom, as canons residentiary, are 
elected out of this body, especially to be near 
the Bishop, who have separate duties, such as 
taking care of all repairs of the fabric, &c. ; 
besides twice every day superintending these 
cathedral services, in the cathedral city. 

It is the same, I believe, at Wells, Exeter 
Lincoln, &c. Your Lordship might have, with 
some propriety, called these prebendaries, in the 
present day, " sinecurists ;" for, though the 
station is honourable, and, as such, in the 
Bishop's disposal, as to cathedral duties, ex- 
cept preaching in their annual turn, they 
might, doubtless, be called " sinecurists." 

And so the Prsecentor, occupying a most 
important place in the ancient establishment, 
in the present day might be called a sinecu- 
rut 9 an " entire sinecurist ;" though strictly 
according to the statutes, he is not allowed 
to be absent one day in the year, except 
for sickness, because, before \there was an 
organist, he was the master of the quoir, 
having his sub-chaunter under him, also a pre- 
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bendary; and should illness prevent the 
daily attendance of the praecentor, the Bishop 
himself, like David's "chief musician," is 
required to lead the chant instead of the 
praecentor ! 

Now the possessorof this once important office 
may be called a "smecurist," except in such in- 
stances as the poet Mason, Praecentor of York, 
and, as, also, there is dignity and preferment 
attached to the office, I might not have 
appeared as an opponent, if your Plan, my 
Lord, had been applied to the abolishing 
of whatever should be found, in Cathedral 
Establishments, without any services what* 
ever. 

As to the prebendaries, in the earlier 
periods of the Church, their use was also 
important.—— Parish churches, called, in 
the Saxon chronicles, "upland churches," 
were, in comparison, very few and scattered. 
The cathedral church was the great church of 
the county ; and from the cathedral churches to 
distant crosses, and wherever there was a 
" Baptistery" the priest was sent out by the 
bishop, to whom, in general, the tithes of the 
distant parishes were paid, there being then 
very few rectors, as at this time. 
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In many country places, where there was 
neither church or convent, a prebendary was 
resident on his freehold, granted to him from 
the ahcient endowment for the purposes of 
Christian instruction, and of local charity.* 
As none of these prebendaries are now 
resident on their prebendal freehold, and as 
there is now a parish church, and parish 
priest, you might say, " Here is found what 
" will exactly suit our purpose. After the 
" death of the individuals who hold them, 
" the prebends may be applied — since we have 
" poor-rates — to increase the incomes of the 
" humbler vicars, or build parsonage-houses, 
" when wanted." 

But, my Lord, all the prebendal estates, like 
those belonging to the residentiaries, are on lease 
for years or lives, and instead of the prebendaries 
having, as represented, often fifteen hundred 
a year, some have not more than Jive pounds 
a year, some twenty, some thirty, and some, 
from accidental circumstances, two or three 
hundred. 



♦ In the 13th century the rector was appointed in the 
place of the bishop, the bishop relinquishing his claims, that the 
lord of the manor shall found a church and pay tithes, to the 
rector. 
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This is the plain matter of fact as to the 
prebendaries in Salisbury cathedral, and I sup- 
pose nearly so elsewhere ; and as no services 
can be now pleaded, it is for your Lordship to 
consider whether, if any change in the ancient 
endowments can with justice be made, you might 
not plant your foot on these " sinecures." 

Of this, however, I am certain — the Foun- 
ders, and they whose pious munificence en- 
dowed these ancient foundations, and raised 
these "high altars of public praise/'— -were 
better informed, than, I think, they are who— • 
the " more spiritual and scriptural they may 
be" — applaud the more "the extent" to which 
your Plan is carried ! 

According to the Plan before us— the residen- 
tiaries are to be dismissed — their freeholds, 
which all the tyrants in the kingdom, except 
the covenanting saints and Cromwell, spared — 
to be diverted. The dean, with a new and more 
"scriptural* name," to superintend the whole 
duty of the cathedral, having two assistants, he 
and they to be nine months resident, attending 
the cathedral service as at present, I suppose — 
twice every day, without intermission ! He for 

* The name of " Dean" is, at least, as scriptural as Synod, to 
which the pious " suggetters" have no objection ! 
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his nine months to have from a thousand to 
twelve hundred a year stipend, and they two 
hundred each ! And this is the spirit of your 
Lordship's deeply considered plan of Cathedral 
Reform!— of " robbing Peter to pay Paul." 
The stipendiary dean, with a more spiritual 
appellation, and his two ecclesiastical aides-de- 
camp, to be paid out of a "commissioner's" 
bag, and all the present establishments to be 
as the " baseless fabric of a vision ! " 

I contend for no abuses: but let us calmly 
compare the original intention of the pious 
founders. According to the statutes of most 
cathedrals in England, there is an endowment 
in land, to keep up the fabric — to support the 
bishop, dean, prebendaries or canons, superin* 
tending, twice daily, the cathedral services — to 
maintain the clerical readers, singing men, and 
quoristers — and to educate, clothe, and appren- 
tice the last. 

The form of cathedral service has. been the 
same from the time of the Reformation to this 
day. The mass, and all rites deemed supersti- 
tious, have been abolished ; the Bible is open ; 
the most ancient decent habits are retained, 
which were used long before Popery ; the 
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praises of God, in the Psalms, are chanted — as 
by their inspired author they were " sung," 
and not said ; and the anthems sung are from 
the sublime and affecting words of the same 
divine author, not mere metrical travesties! 
Such has been the service in our cathedral 
#ince Bishop Jewel — save only at that period 
spoken of, when all chapter lands were sold, 
and the quoirs silent. The venerable Establish- 
ment has survived that fanatic storm, and we 
might say — 

" Merses profundo pulcrior evenit." 

So stands our Sion, graceful, venerable, 
beautiful, and majestic, in the open light of 
Heaven, through the sunshine or storm of 
centuries, appealing to the open Bible and the 
most ancient and primitive Liturgies, for the 
simplicity, and yet impressiveness, of her public 
worship. So stands our beautiful cathedral, 
resounding daily with its sublime, not " cold 
'■ and formal/* services, as it has done for up- 
wards of six hundred years. 

The canons being elected by their own body, 
were anciently called to residence from tbeir 
country prebends, where they did the office of 
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rural rectors, for the nine months in which they 
were not resident in the cathedral city. 

At present, after the stated residence, and 
strict superintendance of the service, kept up 
from century to century daily, morning and 
evening — after three months* residence, and 
this constant attendance on the cathedral ser- 
vices, they return for the next nine months, 
not to their prebendal residence, as anciently, 
but to their country parishes. 

Can any one doubt the wisdom of this in- 
terchange of duties ? Can any one, giving the 
subject the least attention, or putting himself 
in the place of a canonical resident, doubt, 
that by such an interchange, there is an ad- 
vantage both to the duties of the cathedral 
church and in country parishes. 

Attached as I am to the sublime and devo- 
tional services of the quoir, and not thinking 
them either " cold" or " formal/' yet, with 
what a silent joy have I returned from the 
smoke of a city, and heard the bells ringing, 
and seen the looks of young and old, welcoming 
me, in the spring, to a country parish, where 
I have lived now twenty-eight long years ! 

In most of my writings I have interspersed, 
here and there, if it were only for relief, some 

c2 
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of the thoughts in numbers; and I here am 
tempted to insert a few lines written on the 
death of one of my parishioners, which may 
serve to show the respect and kindness sub- 
sisting between a " parson" of a parish and a 
tithe-payer, in these times of obloquy against 
the clergy ! 

Co tfft Mttnovv of 
Mr. R. S. SMITH, of Bremhill, Wilts. 

(On hearing of his death at Salisbury, April, 1832.) 

I think upon the village-scene, 

I think of him with tears, 
Who, there, has like a brother been 

For well nigh thirty years. 

I see the garden where we walk'd, 

On the calm Sabbath-day, 
And, looking on the dial, talk'd 

Of this life's short'ning way. 

When I return the bells will ring, 

The trees in verdure wave, 
The flow'rs of a new year shall spring, 

Whilst he — is in his grave. 

Poor friend — we never more shall kneel 

In the same hallow'd fane. 
Blest who, like thee, in death shall feel 

He knelt not there in vain* 

It will not be long before I shall follow him 
to rest in the village church ; and, therefore, 
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it can little matter to me whether the cathe- 
dral services are performed as they are now, 
and have been since the Reformation, or whe- 
ther your dean, my Lord, with a new name, 
and his two salaried auxiliaries — paid scarce 
more than policemen — are in requisition for the 
future. 

But why should canons have a living in 
the country also ? They are sworn to €€ ex- 
" ercise hospitality" as well as to superintend 
cathedral services, in a cathedral city. But 
not one of the ancient estates are now in pos- 
session of the chapter, except as leased out ; 
and the funds being inadequate, and the ser- 
vices of prebendaries in the country not wanted* 
since every parish, from the reign of Henry 
III.,* has had its own rector, a canon-resi- 
dentiary of any cathedral without a living must 
be so far from being enabled to exercise " hos- 
" pitality," that he could not have, paying for 



* Pope Innocent the Fourth issued a decretal, in 1212, that 
the Lords of Manors might build and endow parish churches— 
taking care to send over, at the same time, or soon after, three 
hundred of his own people, Italians, to take possession. This, 
however, was the origin of parish churches in every village, the 
Lord of the Manor building and endowing the church, and the 
Bishop relinquishing his claim for tithes. 
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taxes and repairs of a large house, sufficient to 
keep up, in many instances, a decent station of 
dignified respect. 

How, then, is the interchange, intended by 
the founders, now effected? A residentiary 
has, and must have, some parish-living tenable 
with the canonry, and the necessity of this, I 
am sure, will appear fioin the public returns. 
Perhaps late in life he may have expended a 
thousand or fifteen hundred pounds for repairs 
and furniture of a large house, to possess it for 
a few uncertain years. But you, my Lord, 
have brought forward a vast sum, to show the 
great revenue devoted to " entire sinecures." 
To this calculation of £300,000 for " entire 
sinecures" your Lordship adds another calcu- 
lation, which is, that not one in twenty are emi- 
nent literary characters, on which account such 
dignified stations in the Church might be pre- 
served. Indeed ! I think I shall be able to show, 
past all contradiction, that by the chapter- 
clergy, including bishops, w ho are as three or 
four hundred to ten or fifteen thousand, almost 
all the most imperishable monuments of piety 
and various learning have been raised. So 
far is your calculation from being founded in 
truth or justice, that it would be nearer the 
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truth to say, that, of all the most eminent de- 
fenders of Christianity, nineteen out of twenty, 
compared with the whole body of the clergy, 
and that from the Reformation to this day, 
have been clergy of cathedral-chapters; and 
I believe there is not a Chapter in England 
which could not refute, from its own members, 
the statement that such chapters, in general, 
produce not one eminent writer in twenty ! 
Look at the Tillotsons, the Chillingworths, the 
Hookers, the Lowths, &c. in your own library, 
and ask your heart, my Lord, whether it would 
not be a national disgrace to suffer the indig- 
nity you meditate, upon such a plea ! 

It is not from any feelings of invidious dis- 
tinctions that I say this, for, I believe, taking 
the history of the Church from the Refor- 
mation, it can be proved— and I beg to add, 
that as warmly as yourself do I appreciate the 
invaluable services of that body of pious and 
most exemplary men, whose reward for their 
labour is often only the consciousness of doing 
their duties, the approval of God, and the tears 
which, unknown and unnoticed, they have 
wiped away — and, personally, I know many 
in their silent retirements, as amiable as Tillot- 
son, as learned as Hooker, as eloquent as Sher- 
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lock— fit to adorn the highest stations— the pos- 
sessors of humble vicarages ; but I speak of 
facts when I speak of the services rendered to a 
Christian country by those of cathedral-chap- 
ters alone. 

Granting, however, that the sum, you assign, 
of *£300,000, to support Deans and Chapters, 
(and 1 do not think it will be found, on exa- 
mination, more than half as much) still, ad- 
mitting your estimate, as to the pecuniary 
sum, to be just— -shall national parsimony, in 
front of four and twenty cathedrals— silent, 
majestic, and grey with years— standing, amidst 
the stir, and noise, and smoke of opulent com- 
merce, hacker about the remuneration, when 
the palaces of the metropolitan blacking-men 
are more splendid than those of the Bishop 
of London ? when there are ten thousand 
golden merchants" to one " golden preben- 
dary ?" Though the " golden prebendary " 
of Durham, whom you mention, were a traitor 
to his trust, are all such traitors ? 

And let us ask candidly, What property sup- 
ports these " drones ?" The " earnings, 33 as it 
has been audaciously said, of the poor ? No, 
my Lord, their own ancient property in land ! 
with titles far more ancient, and, in every re- 
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spect, as good and legal, as your own. They 
are supported by land?, some possessed long 
before the Conquest ; which lands, the tyrant 
and conqueror of the kingdom, though he 
transferred the ownership, did not dare to touch; 
which lands continued uninjured through the 
reign of the rapacious Henry the 8th ; which 
were alienated for a short time by the solemn 
robbers of the 1 7th century ; which were re- 
stored in 1660 ; and which yet remain, to en- 
courage learning and piety, as in a Monk, 
Bloomfield, Pusey, and the obscure and hum- 
ble Lee,* who, beginning life a common car- 
penter, is now the pious and learned residen- 
tiary of Bristol. 

+ The history of this amiable and accomplished character is 
most extraordinary. He was a country carpenter — struggling 
with difficulties — teaching himself Greek, Latin, Hebrew, &c 
— an humble example of virtue and piety, as well as of extra- 
ordinary learning — now, by the patronage of the Lord Chan- 
cellor Brougham, (and who would pluck such honours from 
such men ?) a Prebendary of Bristol ! As to Deans, in the 
present day, the Dean of Bristol is distinguished for learning, 
and his character so excellent, that the ruffians, on the days of 
terror, passed him uninjured ; whilst the Bishop, as learned 
and good, with noble intrepidity, did his public duty in the 
face of the flames. Many other Deans are equally distinguished 
by their learning and character : let me be indulged in men- 
tioning the Dean of Winchester, Dr. Rennel, with every 
prayer that he may be preserved many years ; Dr. Copleston, 
Dean of St. Paul's; Dr. Ireland, Dean of Westminster; 
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Not one farthing is asked of the public for 
the repairs of such edifices and the support of 
such establishments, which have produced, and 
still produce, such men ; the daily services have 
been kept up for six or seven hundred years — 
an immense expenditure is required for the 
fabric alone, for the maintenance of numerous 
families, and promoting general charities ; and 
I think, though the infidel would rejoice at 
the spoliation, any person of reflection, candour, 
and piety would hesitate before he proceeded 
deliberately to divert such property, which has 
been the means of so much good, either by 
uselessly diminishing the numbers, or render- 
ing the possessors state-stipendiaries ! 

Your Lordship's address to the august Head 
of our Church has led me to these reflections 
on this part of your Plan, notwithstanding it 
is so satisfactory to your " spiritual and scrip- 
tural" friends, that the more "spiritual and 
" scriptural " they are, the more they approve 
its extent! Many of your observations, my 
Lord, respecting a revisal — cautious and anxious 



my friend, Dr. Pearson, Dean of Salisbury, &c. As one trans- 
lation of the Bible is called the Bishops', the other, which is 
that now in use, so simple, yet so beautiful, might be called 
the Deans* Bible, as so many were engaged in it ! 
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indeed — of our ancient, simple, and most im- 
pressive ritual, deserve deep consideration. And 
who would not most willingly (splendid as is 
the host within our walls) do every thing to 
invite and admit such men as Doddridge, Law, 
Watts, Henry, Lardner, Hall, &c. As to 
Calamy, I might ask which Calamy you mean ? 
Not him, I trow, one of the charitable writers 
of the scurrilous " Spectymnus ?"* 

But I caniibt conclude these reflections on 
the spirit, if not " extent " of your reforma- 
tion-device, my Lord, without this further 
comment. 

You sum up, as it were, your full strength in 
page 14, to convince us that "one quality' 9 
— perhaps only " owe," is most necessary in 
these times, and for such Church reform ! We 
ask, what is this transcendent quality required ? 
It is « Courage !" " That courage which pro- 
" duces the energy and precision, so neces- 
€i sary in new times, and difficult emergencies." 
And then his Majesty is exhorted to put him- 
self at the head of your Lordship's reform- 
ing Society, which first calls on him to renounce 
the oath he made at his coronation, that he 
would preserve the "franchises" of the clergy 1 

* See Life of Bishop Ken, by the author. 
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He is then reminded, that this work of glory 
is left to him, as " Defender of the Faith,'' 
and King " over all causes, civil and ecclesias- 
" tical, supreme," because, your Lordship pro- 
ceeds, 

" The reformation (page 17) it has been ' admitted on all 
" hands/ has never been completed in this country, because 
" the untimely death of Edward VI. interrupted the holy work 
" in its progress !! " 

% 

Surely this is sufficiently " courageous,'* but 
you here say, my Lord, " that it has been ad- 
" mitted on all hands." It has been admitted 
" by all hands," undoubtedly, of a certain 
school of Geneva, and by those who were so 
furious in their day, against surplices, organs, 
square caps, cathedral services, and particularly 
chanting, in the quaint phraseology of that 
school — " tossing the Psalms from side to side ; M 
but I am yet to learn that on " all hands it was 
" admitted " or is admitted, that the holy work 
was interrupted by the death of Edward VI., 
unless you mean the holy work of establishing 
the doctrines and discipline of the merciless 
Calvin, whose interference in our reformation 
was deliberately rejected. Your Lordship 
ought to know, that those who drew up the 
articles, so far from being Calvinistic, admitted 
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we might "fall from grace," and rejected 
steadily the words " but not finally" which 
the Calvinists wished to have inserted after 
" fall from grace." Before you so pronounce, 
I would recommend your Lordship to read 
that clear, admirable, moderate, and judicious 
essay, in front of all the large editions of our 
liturgy, to see with what accurate precision and 
undeviating rectitude of sound judgment the 
middle course was adopted by the sound Di- 
vines of our Church. 

Surely, then, you are not justified in saying 
it is " on all hands" admitted that the " holy 
" work** was interrupted by the death of Ed- 
ward VI., for the " holy work," standing 
majestic between the undaubed " mortar-work" 
of the Calvinistic Presbyterians and the gor- 
geous outside of the Church of Rome, was, 
as to all essential points, completed in the reign 
of Elizabeth. The subsequent acts of tole- 
ration, from the reign of George I. to the pre- 
sent day, have placed upon firmer ground those 
foundations. If there be, either in discipline 
and doctrines, as laid down in the articles 
and creeds, any thing fairly objectionable— not 
to a faction, but to the reflecting, sober, and 
dispassionate Christian of the Church of Eng- 
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land — let it be done, in God's name, with the 
same caution, prudence, anxiety, and wisdom, 
as distinguished the patriarc »s of our com- 
munion, when they liad to contend equally 
against the extremes of Geneva and Rome 
— equally opposing the intolerance of the one 
and the fires of the other. 

Allow me, my Lord, further to observe, re- 
specting this suggestion to his Majesty of " com- 
" pleting" what his predecessor, Edw r ard Vlth, 
left, in your Lordship's opinion, so incomplete — 
notwithstanding this opinion might be corro- 
borated by some of those " whose piety is so 
" exalted as to subject them to the imputation 
" of fanaticism" — that it is not the opinion of 
the pious and most considerate clergy in gene- 
ral, nor do I think of the great majority of the 
thinking and educated laity. 

Neither does it appear to me that the quality 
which you so much desiderate, called " cou- 
rage," is much wanted, when you yourself, 
my Lord, call on the " Defender of the 
Faith," the head of the English Church, 
to assent to a plan, which, at one stroke, takes 
from the Church all the landed endowments 
which ancient piety bequeathed— to vest them 
in other hands, and so to remodel Cathedral 
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Chapters, that, for the future, they who be- 
long to them shall become stipendiaries, at the 
capricious arbitration of accountants, to apply 
and divide, as they think best, its ancient reve- 
nues! And the King is exhorted to place 
himself in front of this army of new admi- 
nistrators of the revenues of the Church, which 
that King solemnly, in the face of God, upon 
the altar of that Church, before his assem- 
bled people, has sworn to preserve inviolate ! 



Dr. Burton, canon of Christ Church, himself 
a living example of the piety and learning 
which distinguish the Church, has more mi- 
nutely examined your Lordship's estimates. 

Who shall decide when pious and reforming 
Lords out of the Church, and learned, and 
pious, and reforming Doctors in it, disagree ? 
Alas! does not a certain didactic and moral 
history of the sage iEsop immediately occur, 
teaching us that while two are contending, a 
third runs away with the object in dispute? 
The reforming Lord lays his hands on the 
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revenues of the old cathedral establishments, 
and his counsellors seem to have no more mercy 
for chants and singing men than old Prynne 
himself. 

Well, we have got so far. Let us see how 
the Plan will work. The funds set apart for the 
repairs of the fabric and the support of those 
attached to the daily services are taken out of 
the hands of the ancient possessors, and the 
greater part is devoted to support what is called 
the working clergy ! as if those who compiled 
the Liturgy or raised the immortal monument 
of the polyglot, were not all working clergy in 
a far higher sense of the word ! 

The Dean— no such name being found in the 
scriptures — is now changed into a minister, 
with two assistants, at a stipend possibly half 
as much, or a quarter as much, as is received 
by an erudite doctor of horses ! The ancient 
estates, let out on leases, and renewable to 
the Chapters, have been taken from them, and 
the rents paid into the hag of the salaried com- 
missioner ! The bishop, and dean, and singing- 
men, and quoristers, and organ-blower, are paid 
their quota out of the bag of a corporation ! 

Let those who delight in such reform now 
" sing psalms'' for thoir godly solace and com- 
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w fort;" but let them remember, no psalms are 
to be heard, under this new reform, save those 
" done into English metre " by John Hop- 
kins, Thomas Sternhold, and Dean Whittmg- 
ham !* 

But before we proceed to* speak of the af- 
fecting choir-music of our English cathedrals, 
which seems to have excited in your Lordship's 
breast the same ideas as their " cold and pomp- 
" ous ceremonials," let us " cast up" a few of 
the advantageous results arising from this new 
Plan of Church Reform, that we may have a 
somewhat clearer view of what will be saved 
by the suppression of the ancient establish- 
ments. 

Out of the proceeds, as the "monetary" 
philosophers call it, of the Commissioners" bag, 
not only are the stipends of all the cathedral 
" workers' 9 to be paid, but one hundred and 
fifty thousand pounds is to be secured to pay — 

1st, Salaries to themselves. 

2d, Stipends to future " Lord" Bishops and 
t€ very Reverend" the Deans, with their two 
coadjutors. 

3d, All expenses of choirs, all cathedral 
repairs, and of bishops' residences, &c. 

• The W. W. of the old version. 
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After the old machinery has been thus beaten 
to pieces, and when the new machinery be* 
gins to work, the poor vicarages will be 
so much improved, that Parson Adams may, 
perhaps, be able to purchase a new coat at 
Whitsuntide! For Dr. Burton has proved, 
by unanswerable documents, that, when all 
salaries and expenses shall have been paid to 
the corporations, though "Peter" may be 
robbed of a great deal, " Paul" will, notwith- 
standing, — from this careful economical corpo- 
ration paying themselves Jirst— scarce get a 
breakfast ! 

But this and other points of the kind I shall 
leave to Dr. Burton, who has so feelingly 
spoken of the idea of " pensioning" all those 
venerable Prelates who, in honoured age, and 
not at all rendered unfit for their sacred offices, 
are to leave their residences, and turn out, how- 
ever beloved, respected, and revered. 

Such are Lord Henley's candid views of 
Church Reform ! Dr. Burton, as a churchman, 
has some kindlier feelings, but the Humites 
and Amalekites, in the mean time, are chuck- 
ling in their hearts, while the whole pack of 
infidel and sacrilegious robbers are panting to 
pursue the track of those who hunted to death 
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the clergy in France. The "operatives" in 
that regenerated kingdom, under the bloody 
dominion of Jacobins, confiscated at once all 
the immense property of the Gallican Church 
— ten times exceeding the property of the Pro- 
testant English Church, — and took into their 
own hands, by the right of "the sovereign 
" people" the ancient lands of the bishops and 
abbots, of a very different description from the 
hierarchy of England ; and, by the same law, 
abolished all tithes, in possession of the rural 
clergy, &c. But, lo ! just as universal gratu- 
lation points to the regenerated kingdom of 
France, and proves, by facts, the advantage of 
abolishing tithes and titles, church-lands and 
lords' lands, and for dividing them among ope- 
ratives — in the plenitude of national felicity, 
when neither church-lands nor primogeniture 
lands remain, a cry echoes through Europe to 
the shores of America, that the distress of the 
working classes is more frightful than ever ! 
God forbid that I should suppose your Lordship 
has such ideas : I know your benevolent motive 
is to preserve, and not to destroy. And God 
forbid that I should seek to extenuate the evils 
arising from the secular hierarchy or the liber- 
tine aristocracy of that kingdom, but its Later 

d2 
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history tells tales of instruction as well as of 
blood. The poor exclaimed, " There is na- 
" tional misery ! It is owing to the Church ! 
" Hang up all the prelates a la lanterne /" and 
the whole body of the clergy, including those 
who in remote villages devoted their time to the 
sick and the poor, were proscribed, hunted, 
transported, or drowned ! 

" There is misery," was the cry still heard. 
" It is owing to the aristocracy ! " and lands 
were sold, and the proud and libertine race of 
the Orleans and the Condes were scattered or 
beheaded, and all their vast possessions alie- 
nated and divided. 

" It is owing to the Queen ! it is owing to 
" the King" — the best and most humane of 
all the kings of France ! " Let their heads 
" roll in the dust !" And their heads rolled in 
the dust ! 

Still the same cry, after successive waves of 
hot blood, was heard — « there is misery and po- 
" verty ! " We know, from a greater authority 
than political economists, that " the poor shall 
" never cease out of the land." As church- 
property and tithes have subsisted twelve hun- 
dred years, some other causes of poverty must 
be shown than tithes and church-lands, or 
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deans and chapters! The poor are always 
with us! and, thank God, no Christian coun- 
try but this can show the proud Christian ex- 
ample, that, whoever is paid, and whatever 
burdens there are on the land, the poor must 
be paid first, and from the land exclusively. 

These general reflections obtrude themselves, 
when we hear, daily and hourly, the same cry 
against the Church here, as in France, particu- 
larly against cathedral " drones " and " un~ 
" working" clergy, although the most noble 
works of learning and piety have been raised 
by these " drones'' from age to age ! and who 
but must lament to find your Lordship joining 
in the old vulgar cry against the " cold and 
" pompous ceremonials" of the English cathe- 
dral worship ? 

Fuller, in his History of the Church, ob- 
serves, in his quaint but forcible imagery, that 
" there was a religious party in this kingdom, 
" who were not content to clip with shears, 
" but would shave with razors ! " 

These people, through the reign of Eliza- 
beth, never ceased the cry — that there could 
be no reformation in the church, till they had 
lopped away all the ungodly gear of episco- 
pacy, trod the decent vestments of the cathe- 
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dral-clergy under foot, silenced the idolatrous 
singers, singing, as old Prynne says, " like 
" oxen and hogs ! " 

Among those whose piety, according to your 
Lordship, is so exalted, that it might subject 
them to the charge of " enthusiasm," we know 
that the quoir-services of our cathedrals have 
always been matters of reproach ; and your 
Lordship does not scruple to call such services 
both " cold and formal." 

It has, moreover, been " suggested," you 
inform us, by some, that " anthems and duets," 
in particular, had better be omitted. 

From this little incidental remark, it appears 
to me, that by the same counsellors many 
other things which have been proposed may 
have been "suggested;" and that they who 
have piously suggested such alterations in ca- 
thedral quoirs might have " suggested " a con- 
siderable part of your Lordship's Plan for 
Church Reform! 

For would any one but of that peculiar reli- 
gious class which, from the time of our Sa- 
viour, has " strained at gnats and swallowed 
" camels," imagine that the mere name of 
" dean" should be thought objectionable, when 
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it is the name of the numeral ten, " the deca- 
" mis" in the ancient churches. 

To suppose the service more sacred because 
the dean was called " minister," instead of dean, 
is such an absurdity, that we might have 
thought, indeed, the old Puritans sal in judg- 
ment in your Lordship's synod, at Exeter I^all ! 

We are reminded of a work, in the last 
century, by an honest quaker, whose own ap- 
pellation was not scriptural that " Right Re- 
" verend Father in God" was not found in 
the Bible. 

" We have heard," says this jocose but 
solemn opponent of the episcopal establishment* 
" that Moses was a great prophet, and Aaron 
" a Priest of the Lord ; but we never heard of 
" the Reverend Moses, nor the Right Reve- 
" rend Father in God Aaron, by Divine Pro- 
" vidence Lord Archbishop of Israel?" So 
the name of the " very reverend the Dean " 
must be no longer heard in the new Church 
Reformation. 

Possibly, when idolatrous anthems are no 
longer heard, we must have nothing but Stern- 
hold and Hopkins, and " Dean Whittingham ! " 
while Purcell, Green, and Kent's affecting and 
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pathetic anthems are to be succeeded by the 
oathsome hymnery of Hawes ! 

Your Lordship's Plan, I am aware, is not 
affected by these " suggestions," whoever " sug- 
gested" them ; but it shows from which way 
the wind, against our cathedrals, blows, if it 
does not account for the corporation bag, and 
therefore, my Lord, having the ancient post, 
in the cathedral of Salisbury, of custos puero- 
rum, or « master of the quoristers," I feel it 
doubly a duty to vindicate this part of the 
cathedral services from your harsh, and, as 
they appear to me, most unscriptural views. 

Every one has heard of the musical ritual, 
Secundum usum Sarisburiensis ; but as this 
work was long before the Reformation, I will 
say nothing of it, as it would be instantly 
pronounced " flat Popery." 

But let me tell you, my Lord, if nothing 
were found more exceptionable in the Church 
of Rome than its music, there would have 
been little occasion for Luther's reformation. 

Even some Latin hymns of the Church of 
Rome, how infinitely more sublimely devotional 
are many than such as are quavered by young 
men and maidens, to words which I should 
feel it a degradation to write ! 
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How pathetic, in the burial service, must 
have been that chant, heard through the dim 
cloisters, by torch-light — 

"jEternam dona eis pacem, Domine/ 

He must have the soul of Prynne himself 
who could object to such words, though in the 
mass-book ! 

But, in fact, metrical hymns and rhymed 
psalms might be called " relics of Popery, " 
rather than anthems,* which were used in the 
Church as early as the third bishop from St. 
Peter at Antioch, as your Lordship will find 
in Socrates Scolasticus. This, you will admit, 
was somewhat before the times of Popery! 
The later hymns of the Church of Rome are 
exactly according to the model of Dean Whit- 
tingham's school ! Some of the earliest hymns 
of the Roman Church are doubtless sublime 
and beautiful, as " Dies irae, dies ilia," <•' Jam 
" lucis ;" yet these are metrical hymns, not 
anthems. One of the true Popish mass-book- 
rhymes is only worthy the Frankford Puritan, 
W. W.: 

* Anthems, so called from anti-phone, singing responsively, 
now used for compositions from the plain words of the trans- 
lated Psalms. 
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" Stabat mater dolorosa 
" Juxta crucem, lacrymos& 

" Dun pendebar filiti*, 
" Cujns animam dolentem, 
" Contristantem, et gementein 

" Pertransivit gladitt* / / " 

We may suppose W. W. might thus trans- 
late these lines in nearly the same metre : 

The Mother stood beside the cross. 
Dolorous and lacrymose, 
Whilst her Son 
Did hang thereon ! • 

Sight so sad who would not rue? 
Whose soul, distress'd, 
With grief oppressed, 
The bloody sword went thro* and thro 9 ! ! 

This, my Lord, though Pergolesi's music is 
so affecting, may be called a Popish hymn* 
not " an anthem " from the sublime words of 
the Psalmist ! But beautiful melodies and sub- 
lime harmonies, set to the literal words of the 
psalms— with such simplicity and truth of 
accent and expression — such thrilling " con- 
" cord of sweet sounds," as affect the inmost 
soul, and raise the thought above " this pin- 
« fold here" to the everlasting joys of heaven 
— are not Popish, but of (he uncorrupted pri- 
mitive Church. 
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Till towards the Reformation these, indeed, 
and the general style of ecclesiastical intona- 
tion, by the priest, was, as to music, cold, 
formal, and unafFecting ; but when the effect 
of the sublime union of melodies and har- 
mony began to be felt, cathedral-choirs be- 
came, indeed, most interesting adjuncts to 
devotional worship ; and who, but the most 
ignorant, and inveterate, and bigoted Puritan 
can deny that our church-masic is devotional 
and sublime ? Who can listen to the strains 
of Tallis, Gibbons, Blow and his school, Pur- 
cell, Croft, Boyce, and Kent, without feeling 
the heart purified from earth and lifted up to 
heaven ? What were the feelings of Milton on 
this subject, in his earlier and happier days, 
before polemical warfare had soured his spirit, 
before pride and hatred had established their 
dominion over a soul originally so noble ? He 
loved 

" To hear the pealing organ blow 

" To the full-voic'd quire below, 

" In service high, and anthems clear, 

" As might with sweetness thro' mine ear, 

" Dissolve me into ecstacies, 

" And bring all heaven before mine eyes." 

As to chanting the psalms, this, also, has 
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been called a relic of Popery ! What ! Was 
the inspired writer of the Psalms " a Papist ?" 
The Psalms in the Bible were sung or chanted 
originally, not ready and they, almost all, have 
come down to us as addressed to the c< Pre- 
" centor, or chief musician." 

Have you, rny Lord, never read some of the 
short preambles to these divine compositions, 
preserved to this day as our guides, respecting 
the singing them ? True, the holy harmonies 
to which they were sung have not come down 
to us, but we know that some were sung to an 
instrument of €€ ten strings" and we know that 
instruments of ten strings embrace concords, 
the basis of all harmony in music, which are 
called eighths, thirds, fifths, and an instrument 
of ten strings must have the third above. 

Can all the Puritans who rail, or ever railed, 
against all the interesting and innocent auxi- 
liaries to devotion, persuade you out of your 
own understanding and fair feelings ? I be- 
seech you again, my Lord, for the sake of 
that sole art associated with the purer enjoy- 
ments of heaven, turn your ear and heart 
from such " suggestions " of such heartless 
counsellors. 

We have no wish to decry parish congrega- 
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tional singing : far, very far, from it. We are 
sensible of the powerful effect of blended si- 
multaneous voices, even when the metrical 
psalms are sung to such indifferent words, and 
yet, even the simplest strains have a more 
powerful effect on the ear when harmonious 
chords are perceptible through the full har- 
mony ; and such strains often have the effect 
of the truest sublimity. But is, therefore, 
more cultivated music to be rejected in its 
proper place? In England there are now 
ten thousand country parishes, and in them the 
anthem is generally as ridiculous as metrical 
psalms and hymns in a cathedral quoir. 

But to say that such more cultivated music 
is, therefore, not devotional— to deprecate such 
sublime harmonies as are peculiar to English 
cathedrals, and which in general are so im- 
pressively and so beautifully performed, 

" When thro' the long-drawn aisles, and fretted vanes, 
" The pealing anthem swells the note %i praise," 

argues such prejudice, that we could not be- 
lieve its existence among those who had any 
genuine Christian feelings, or cultivated under- 
standings. 

Prynne raved against the " barking" treble, 
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and " growling" tenor, and " howling" bass, 
in the different parts of a fine cathedral anthem; 
but yrtur Lordship particularizes as objection- 
able even €€ a duet " for boys. My Lord, have 
you ever heard Kent's most exquisite duet— 

" Hear my prayer, O Lord, and hide not thyself from my 
" petition. Then I said, O that I had wings like a dove,'* &c? 

If you have, and retain the same opinion, I 
can only say that you, my Lord, and they who 
" suggested" the objection, must be <r deaf 
" as the dead" to the purest devotional music. 

Oh! my Lord, if infidels and robbers seize 
the ancient episcopal and chapter lands, let 
those who profess any religion and probity, 
leave us, if not our lands, at least our beauti- 
ful " songs of Sion " in our heaviness — those 
exalted, and unique, and pathetic strains, 
which are peculiar to our cathedrals. 

Let the galleries of the ten thousand pa- 
rishes resound the Psalms " set forth in metre," 
or whatever godly hymns the parochial minis- 
ter might select, but never may the chant, the 
responses, the anthem, sung as they are, be ba- 
nished from those venerable seats of piety to 
which they are so well adapted, and to which 
u rest spirit of piety could not object, unless 
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it objects to the practise of which the inspired 
author of the Psalms and the ancient Church 
affored the first examples. 

If you had ever heard, in Westminster Ab- 
bey, that sublime passage from the funeral an- 
them of our Purcell, " Thou knowest, Lord, 
u the secrets of our hearts," I should have imar- 
gined all the ravings of heartless Puritanism 
against anthems would have been as idle wind. 

Yes, my Lord, I could wish, most earnestly, 
that you might, once only — if ever you have 
been moved by sweet sounds — hear those chil- 
dren, over whom I am appointed guardian, in 
our cathedral — guardian to take care that the 
estate left for their maintenance be so employed 
— oh ! I could wish you might hear their voice, 
and see them, when the chant is finished, each 
with his Bible on his knees, following the read- 
ing of the lessons with the deepest attention 
— and sure I am, my Lord, you would think 
the service less " cold and formal" than you 
deem it at present ; and, as for « pompous 
" ceremonials," let your Lordship compare 
the simplicity of our worship with those gaudy 
rites and ceremonies imposed by the Popish 
ritual ! 

After this, look again at those poor boys, 
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so decorously dressed, swelling the chant or 
anthem, and remember they are educated, sup- 
ported, and clothed by the establishment, as 
they have been for eight hundred years. See 
them in after life, apprenticed to various trades, 
or still retaining the places, in maturer age, of 
singing-men, and, let me add, that seldom 
has it been found that their after-life has ever 
disgraced the care taken of them in their early 
years. I know many examples of their rising 
to comfortable independence as fathers of fa- 
milies; some to affluence, and none — no not 
one — on whom this patronage has been be- 
stowed in vain. 

Speaking of these children of the quoir, I 
will not call your Lordship's attention to the 
exquisite lines by Milton, written before he de- 
signated the members of the Church, to which 
he was indebted for all his learning, 

" Drawcansirs against the Pope, and Dormise against the Devil," 

but I beg to lay before you a passage from the 
divine poem of Comus : 

Attendant Spirit. 

" T must put off 



" These my sky-robes, span out of Iris' woof, 
" And take the weeds and likeness of a swain, 
" That to the service of this house belongs ; 
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" Who, with his soft pipe and smooth-ditHed song, 
" Well knows to still the wild winds when they roar, 
" And hush the waving woods, nor of less faith," &c. 

Milton. 



This is spoken in the warmth of the poet's 
ingenuous heart, yet unsmitten and unscathed 
by the " deplorable polemicks of Puritanism." 

Thus, again, to the same musical "Swain" 
in his Sonnet — 

" Harry, whose tuneful and well-measur'd song 
" First taught our English music how to span 
" Words with just note and accent 

" Thy worth and skill excepts thee from the throng, 

" With praise enough for envy to look wan, 
" To after age thou shalt be writ the man, 

" That with smooth air couldst humour best our tongue/' 

And who was this Harry of " tuneful and 
"well-measured song?" My Lord, he was 
one of the boys of the cathedral of Salisbury, 
turned out from singing " anthems and duets* 
when fanatic Puritanism was dominant, who, 
as Warton says, " chiefly employed that gloomy 
" period in learning a few young ladies to sing 
" and play on the lute. Yet he was still greatly 
" respected, for, before the troubles began, his 
irreproachable life, ingenuous deportment, 
engaging manners, and liberal connections, 

£ 



« 
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" Jiad not only established his character, but 
" raised even the character of his profession." 
—Wartovts Milton. 

When the roof of the venerable piles, that 
had been silent so long, were about to resound 
to " anthem* and chants" again, he composed 
the " an them" for the Restoration, sung in 
Westminster Abbey, to which all England, 
except the horrified Puritans, responded — 

" I was ©lad when they said onto me, we will go into the 
"House of the Lord." 

Your Lordship will excuse the freedom of 
these remarks, connected with the subject 
which has been " suggested" to you. 

As to chants, many of them are so plain, that 
the whole congregation may and do gene- 
rally join ; and one, the oldest — that of Tal- 
lis, to the sublime hymn, "We praise thee, 
" O God," is so simple, that the treble, or 
upper part, consists only df two notes. And 
however your Lordship might object to scien- 
tific music, as the Puritans did to counter- 
pointy I should suppose nothing could be offen- 
sive to the most " spiritual " in such a chant. 

That your mind may be relieved respecting 
the "popery" of thus chanting the psalms, let 
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us now, my Lord, open the translation of our 
Bible to see whether, of old, long before St. 
Gregory, or even St. Ambrose, these psalms 
were " sung or said." 

Psalm 7. The preamble is as follows:— 
" David prayeth against the malice of his ene- 
" mies, &Cm Shiggaion of David, which he 
"sang unto the Lord.** 

Psalm 8. To the chief musician upon Git- 
teth. 

Psalm 9. To the chief musician upon Muth- 
labben, a psalm of David. 

Psalm 11. To the chief musician. 

Psalm 12. To the chief musician upon She- 
minith, &c. 

Psalm 39. To the chief musician, even to 
Jeduthun, a psalm of David. 

40. To the chief musician. 

41. To the chief musician. 

42. To the chief musician.* 

I trust 1 have given your Lordship sufficient 
authorities for our chanting the psalms, and as 
the tunes of the composer, even of " Jeduthun/* 
are not come down to us, and, like the voice 
of the Egyptian Memnon, heard at sun-rise, 

* Surely there ought to be a " new scruple-shop" to allow w 
to ready " Oh ! come, let us sing unto the Lord !" 

e2 
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have died away for ever, we must do the best 
we can ; but, I speak with reverence, and must 
doubt whether even David's chief musician 
himself, with an instrument only often strings* 
could produce music so suiting the divine words, 
as Batteshall-f- or Greene have done, with an 
instrument which is best adapted to accom- 
pany such holy strains. 

It has been thought that the severe Calvin 
first introduced rhythmical psalm-singing. . He 
suffered no harmonies ; but the first congrega- 
tional singing, at which Erasmus expresses his 
surprise, was heard in Zuingle's congregation 
in Switzerland. 

Erasmus thus speaks of the first introduction 
of congregational singing of women, in a letter 
dated 1529, at Basle : 

" Deinde mulieres cum pueris canunt psalmum Germanicis 
" rythmis compositum ! " 

" The women sing with the boys a psalm 
" composed in German rhymes." 

This was the origin of the €€ psalms done 
" into metre " by our Sternhold and Hopkins, 

• One of the harps in the Caverns of Thebes has eighteen 
strings. 

\ How deeply affecting his fine anthem, " Call te remem- 
" branee ! tf 
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after the French version of Marot and Beza, 
which had been so popular even in the court 
in France. 

But, in the name of St. Cecilia, why should a 
legislature trouble their heads about the matter ? 
He who has any feelings of devotional music 
may be gratified by both parochial and quoir- 
singing; but, by act of parliament, unless 
Prynne were speaker, to take away the power 
from the chapter of their own regulation as to 
music ; to interdict responses ; to anathema- 
tize " duets and anthems;" to substitute for 
the pathetic words, " By the waters of Baby- 
" Ion," the miserable trash of Dean Whit- 
tingham* — 

" We hung our harps and instruments 

" The willow-trees upon, 
" For in thai place men for their use 

" Had planted many a one /" — f 

is to disgrace, not only the sublimest science of 
harmony, but the human understanding. 
If there are those whose thoughts of devo- 

* See W. W. among Sternhold's " metre-mongers." 

f Now " men far their use had*' not " planted many a one 
" in that place," for the weeping willow (" the trees that grew 
" thereon") is indigenous to the banks of the Euphrates ! 
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tion are impeded and disturbed by that music, 
which is to thousands and thousands so seri- 
ously affecting, let them go to other churches. 
Such sacred harmonies may surely be heard 
in places of worship to which they are most ap- 
propriate. In cathedral-cities there are nu- 
merous other places of worship, and if a dean 
like psalmody best, let him, without a verger, 
go where he pleases, but let him not decry the 
affecting and beautiful strains which he does 
not feel, or banish them, when he has the 
power, from the few edifices where they are 
appropriate, and have been heard as in our 
Protestant cathedrals, from age to age, with 
the sincerest feelings of the purest and most 
elevated devotion. 

As to what is of far more importance— the 
"works" of piety and learning, the monu- 
ments of charity, raised by the bishops and 
chapter-clergy alone, if it be said we must go 
back to former years, let us only cursorily look 
at existing chapters. To begin with Durham 
and Christ Church. 

At Durham, there is a Vanmildart, a Town- 
send, a Gillies, a Gisborne, a Grey, &c.&c. 

Secondly, at Christ Church there is Professor 
of Arabic — that singularly learned and humble 
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man, Pusy ;* who, when he received the ap- 
pointment from the Minister of the King, could 
not conceive that so high a situation was in- 
tended for him, who had no influence or 
friends ! 

There is Dr. Burton, equally distinguished 
by piety and theological studies. 

There is, also, one of the most scientific 
geologists in Europe— my friend, Dr. Buckland. 

Look at St. Paul's. There is a Bloomfield 
in the episcopal chair, of deep and various 
learning, and as active piety. There is a dean, 
Copleston, the powerful vindicator of Oxford, 
some of whose shafts hcere lateri to a former 
Edinburgh Reviewer; and at least one residen- 
tiary to whom no Edinburgh Reviewer can 
object, my friend, the Rev. Sydney Smith. 

Look at Bristol. There is that Bishop, 
whose " Key to the New Testament" is in every 
hand, and who has thrown a new ligty on the 
history of Christianity by bringing illustrations 
from the classics to bear on the confirmation of 
our faith. There is the dean, placid in old 

* To him, and to a pamphlet published by the writer of this, 
I must refer for the illustrious host of " working clergy" of 
cathedrals. 
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age, to whom the soundest political economist 
may pay respect; and there, through the unso- 
licited patronage and discernment of Lord 
Chancellor Brougham, is that marvellous Lee, 
of whom I have before spoken. 

If I were to go through all the chapters in 
England, I have little doubt but that eminent 
literary men would be found worthy their sta- 
tions, and, I am sure, in general, none but 
educated men, will be found, and faithful and 
assiduous in all their duties. But I shall not 
pursue this subject farther here, only saying, 
with the Edinburgh— €€ the list may be ex- 
" tended." 

But I have learnt some things from your 
Lordship's publication, of which I was not 
aware, namely, that one place of preferment 
out of ten thousand, is worth eight thousand 
pounds a year ! ! 

If it be so, I am sure it is a solitary excep- 
tion; and, therefore, to legislate on an isolated 
case is surely not to legislate according to the 
principles of justice or equity. And is it less so, 
to adduce the solitary example of a certain 
prebendary of Durham, possessing what is 
called a golden stall, possibly j£1000 a year, 
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an unprincipled absentee in another country, 
as a reason for diverting and dividing the 
whole revenue of the establishment ? 

But admitting that three hundred thousand 
pounds per annum is the cost of these establish- 
ments! 

Be it so ! and I will say if dissenters from 
the Church, of every description, including all 
Scotland, and the three denominations, or three 
hundred, as they are called— could furnish such 
a host, from age to age, of virtuous, pious, and 
learned men as have issued in defence of Christ- 
ianity from this arena of our cathedrals alone 
— men who have merited so well of their 
country — men who headed the Reformation, 
and were burnt at the stake for so doing — 
men who translated the Bible, and caused it 
to be set up in churches— men who, in impri- 
sonment and perils, stood in front of the Re- 
volution of 1688, to which religious toleration 
is so much indebted — men who have enriched 
this country with science and general know- 
ledge, Cuinberlands, Wards, Derhams,* Pau- 
leys, &c. ; nay, taking owe, our humble chapter 
alone, if from all their ranks they can produce 

* Derham, author of those most excellent works, Astro and 
Physico Theology, canon of Windsor. 
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other Jewels, like Bishop Jewel ; other Hook- 
ers, like Richard the prebendary;* other 
Chillingworths, like Chancellor Chillingworth, 
of Sarum; other Seth Wards, Sherlocks, 
Hoadleys, Burnets, Douglasses, not omitting 
the living most pious, charitable, and learned 
Bishop Burgess — and a Dean as accomplished 
and truly Christian as Pearson ; — if any religi- 
ous community, like ours, had kept in repair 
and pristine beauty these ancient and majestic 
structures for six hundred years— if any religi- 
ous community had produced works of learn- 
ing and piety, such as will last as long as the 
language in which they are written will last, 
and such as will be read, if virtue and learning 
remain, when the majestic and solemn towers, 
under whose shades they were composed, may 
be a wreck ; — if they had scattered over their 
country as many works of piety, learning, 
and charity as those prelates, and deans, and 
chapters, have done, for myself, and, I hope, 
there would be but one voice from all these hal- 
lowed structures, I would say, with far different 
feelings from those of Mr. Hume, three hun- 
dred thousand ! yes, three hundred times three 
hundred thousand, if there " be any virtue, if 

* Hooker. 
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" there be any praise," in an enlightened, opu- 
lent, cultivated, and generous Protestant Christ- 
ian land. 

If the literary and dignified leisure of thirty 
such establishments have produced such results, 
shall a generous Christian nation grudge that 
independent but not splendid reward, for the 
support of the establishments which have nur- 
tured and brought forth such national bene- 
factors, even if they had the right, abstractedly, 
to divert from the intentions of the donors, those 
ancient endowments? 

But there is to be no alteration during €€ exist- 
" ing circumstances" ! ! As far as my own 
heart bears witness, and I hope and believe 
the same feelings would not be disavowed by 
one of my brethren — I will say — protesting 
against the principles of unprincipled appli- 
cation —now, and " in the hour of death," 
protesting against any new application of these 
endowments, unless we have been found traitors 
to our trust — protesting against the whole prin- 
ciple and spirit of your Plan, as more worthy 
a synod of Hugh Peters and " gospel-walk- 
" ing" Harrison, than an educated and Christ- 
ian nobleman— yet, as far as self-interest be 
concerned, I would say support the fabric of 
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the four and twenty cathedrals which has with- 
stood the storms of centuries ; let them, from 
age to age, resound with the same voice of 
prayer and daily praise, as if kings and all nobles 
of the land were every day present ; let them 
pay as we, out of the bare quit-rents of our 
ancient lands, all the expences of keeping the 
fabric in repair, and for the establishment ; let 
them educate and clothe our poor but exem- 
plary boys, and apprentice them afterwards, as 
we do, to respectable trades, or receive them 
into those quoirs in which, as children, they 
were first instructed ; let them pay the taxes 
of our houses and incidental necessary expenses; 
and gladly, most gladly, would I do all the 
duties — (hear, Mr. Hume !)— all the cathedral 
duties through the year, and every day, for 
nothing, and buy out of what little I might 
have left in the world — surplice, gown, and — 
aye — shovel-haX into the bargain. 

As far as private interest is concerned, for 
myself, I should be well content, during the 
remaining portion of life, and in my grey 
hairs, to take my place by the side of the 
" poor blind man " of Salisbury cathedral,* so 
I could think these divine harmonies— seeming 

* See verses at the conclusion. 
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the more heavenly as life is stealing away,— 
together with the present well-regulated and 
not overpaid establishment, as they exist and 
have existed for ages, might not be suppressed, 
and that no league of dissenters, infidels, po- 
litical economists, and, more inveterate than 
all, synods of Church-Puritans, would prevail 
against them! 

I do not say that those who occupy the 
highest stations in the cathedrals are necessarily 
devoted to literature ; but there is attached to 
all cathedrals a library, and leisure is afforded 
to reap the advantage ; — and amply and nobly, 
from generation to generation, have the cathe- 
dral clergy, as I have proved, repaid the gene- 
rous trust 

As to the spirit of a high priest, or any feel- 
ings of bigotry,, or any wish to serve the cause 
of priestly idleness or luxury, the present writer 
disdains the imputation; but whilst he has 
any sense of national justice, not to say gene- 
rosity, he will never cease to lift up his voice 
against such injustice and indignity meditated, 
as in your Lordship's Plan, to those, in the 
state, who least deserve it. 

The principle, indeed, is far more unjust than 
€€ robbing Peter to pay Paul," for if Paul has 
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need, you lay hands on that inheritance which 
was devoted, by ancient munificence and piety 
to promote learning and charity, which has, in 
every age, most eminently promoted learning 
and charity, and which has done and suffered 
most in the discharge of its dignified duties ; 
and, let it be remembered, that the " work" of 
one Chillingworth, one Lowth, one Sherlock, 
is of more value than that of ten thousand silent 
workers, whose sphere of usefulness is con- 
fined to their individual life, when the effects 
of the other will remain as long as there is 
learning, piety, and Christian feelings in the 
land. 

I pray you weigh dispassionately what has 
been said. We turn with contempt and dis*- 
dain from the vulgar scoffs of some who belong 
to your Lordship's high order; for when Lord 
King and Lord Teynham ask what * use" are 
"trumpery" deans and chapters? we reply, 
of what use are such lords, in comparison of 
one Archbishop Howley, or one benevolent 
prelate, like Law. 

Lord Teynham, who talks so insolently of 
" useless deans and chapters," deems himself, 
probably, of such "use" and ornament in the 
state, that, whilst he thinks it right to rob the 
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cathedral-clergy — his superiors in every valu- 
able quality— he has the assurance of proposing, 
so I have heard, that the poorer patricians 
should be granted— by the nation, forsooth — 
more wealth to support their high stations. 
Would it not be better for such noblemen to 
form a baronial and dignified union with 
stock-job companies ? 

When the " useless'' chapters are abolished, 
I would " suggest" that the new minister-dean 
make an auto defe of the books in the old 
cathedral library, supplying the place of the 
ponderous tomes of Crysostoni and St. Am- 
brose with waggon-loads of yahoo-tracts, so 
conducive to morality ! 

We can only account for a nobleman, with 
such acknowledged acquirements, seeing no- 
thing interesting in cathedral worship to the 
ofuXicci Kauai, in the present day, of such as 
think a cathedral desecrated by the music of 
Handel being peformed in the only place most 
suited to it — strains so sublimely devotional.* 

As to the " pompous ceremonial" in cathe- 
drals, let us ask common sense in what is this 

* Lord Mountcashel speaks with pious horror of oratorios in 
a cathedral, as if a Jiddle operated upon him with the same ef- 
fect as "the bag-pipe" described in the " Merchant of Venice." 
See Letter of the Author to Lord Mountcashel. 
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" pompous ceremonial" displayed ? Is it in the 
plain white surplices of the children, instead 
of their being dressed as little shop-boys in 
brown coats, striped waistcoats, and corderoy 
breeches, on Sundays? Is it in the square 
cap and academical hood over the surplice of 
the canons and vicars ? or is it in the supersti- 
tious appearance of a verger, with a plain 
wand, surmounted with a small eagle, with 
which he precedes the canons as they walk up 
the aisle, and through the people, to the com- 
munion table? 

Is it possible that this simple appendage of 
order can be conceived the badge of a " pom- 
" pous ceremonial" by a nobleman, in such a 
station as yourself, who every day is witness 
to the customary and decorous costume of our 
legal courts ? 

If the appearance of vestments, far more 
suited to the majestic pile than a black coat 
and cocked hat, and far more in harmony with 
its hallowed altars, be liable to such censure 
as that all worship of God, in such places, 
should be called " cold and formal," when the 
plain drapery harmonizes with the ancient and 
solemn shrines, what would any person with 
reasoning and feelings like your Lordship, as 
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to " pompous ceremonials/' think of the en* 
trance and procession, from the unfolded 
western door, of the judges, in their full cos- 
tume, their scarlet robes, with their huge pow- 
dered depending wigs ? If the plain ecclesi- 
astical ceremonies are so " pompous," what 
mm "a Master of Chancery" think of the 
legal ceremonies on an Assize Sunday ? I 
will say nothing of javelin-men — of the mayor 
and aldermen, pacing the aisle, with the gilded 
mace slowly borne before them — of the recorder, 
all silk and gold ; but when our plain cathedral 
ceremonies, divested of all the pomp and pa- 
rade of the Popish ritual, are fairly estimated, 
he who objects to all outward ceremonies, and 
particularly to those few retained in our cathe- 
drals, can only be classed with those who, in 
their fanatical hate, called bishops " Popish 
" prelatists P and idolaters of Babylon ; con- 
demned anthems and organs as " ungodly and 
€l unprofitable pipings /" the plain white sur- 
plice being always the rag of Babylon, (which 
was red I) and the cap y equally idolatrous for 
being square, as the sacramental bread, in 
Henry the Eighth's time, was idolatrous for 
being round! 
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I have already spoken of the " pealing 
anthem ;" and among the services rendered to 
the Christian community by cathedral institu- 
tions, and by them alone, not the least is that 
collection of sublime and sacred music, which 
is peculiar to the English reformed choirs. 
Marbeck, its venerable father, the founder of 
the Protestant church-service, was — mark, 
reader !— condemned to the stake, as a heretic, 
by Papists ; and yet his solemn responses, still 
heard in our cathedrals on particular service- 
days, are " relics of Popery " ! ! 

If we might imagine we beheld, when we 
reflected on the illustrious series of Protestant 
scholars and divines which have filled and 
adorned the highest ranks of our clergy, the 
shades of Ridley, and his brother martyrs, 
looking down on the successive " contenders 
" for the faith," who supported it under every 
trial ; so, when we heard the most devotional 
strains of Greene and Kent, we might think we 
saw the great Protestant fathers of our choirs 
looking down on their sons, Purcell, Greene, 
Boyce, Kent, &c. 
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And, further, when we put together all the 
invaluable and countless services rendered by 
cathedral-chapters alone ; when we think of 
the Cranmers, Jeremy Taylors, and Sherlocks; 
when we think of the learned and pious la- 
bours, through so many generations, and for- 
get not, among these labours, the singular and 
beautiful enrichment of sacred music, which 
has been produced from cathedrals alone, and 
which the world cannot equal ; with the highest 
respect for the motives which in this day of 
general peril have actuated, my Lord, your 
zeal — all who have very different feelings, yet 
feelings as pure and sincere as your own, must 
feel surprised at the injustice and indignity 
meditated and avowed both by yourself and 
those who, the " more scriptural and spiritual" 
according to your Lordship's views, they are, 
"the more do they approve" of that plan, 
whose principles, to me, appear those of sa- 
crilege and ingratitude. 

The principles, with respect to the bishops 
who are, without any alleged crime, to be 
forced from their ancient seat of Christian le- 
gislation in a Christian country— to be dis- 
missed, at a certain age— to have specific sums 
allowed out of their own freeholds, when the 

f2 
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rest is to be applied at the discretion of a new- 
created corporation — what are these principles, 
in effect, but those of that renowned and bold 
Robin Hood, who met, in the Forest of merry 
Sherwood, the Bishop of Hereford, and, " rob- 
" bing him of his gold," that is, taking from 
him who had " much" to give to them who 
had " little" left him, according to the old 



song, 



" to dance in his boots, 

" And glad he could get so away."* 

That the thought of such an unjust spo- 
liation and diversion of property, held sacred 
by the most avaricious and stern tyrant that 
ever sat on the English throne, should have 
the solemn sanction of a nobleman, in your 
Lordship's station, and that your Lordship 
should be " courageous" enough to recommend 
the King, the earthly head of that Church, to 
be " courageous" enough to violate his oath 
and the Magna Charta of ancient and hal- 

* Ballad of Robin Hood and the Bishop of Hereford :— 

" Some they will talk of fam'd Robin Hood, 

" And some of his archers bold, 
" But I'll tell yon how he serv'd the Bishop of Hereford, 

" And robb'd him of his gold." 
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lowed property, inviolate under the worst 
tyrants for so many ages, appears to me not 
one of the least extraordinary things in this ex- 
traordinary age of the " march of intellect " 
and " true piety, ! " 

But we hear the new Doomsday-book of 
William the Fourth has been already prepared, 
and, as far as the property of cathedrals is 
concerned, (if what we have heard be true) is 
fully entitled to the character of the Doomsday- 
Book of William the First. But William the 
First, though he turned out the rightful posses- 
sors by the law of might against right, dared not 
divert the property from its intent, though he 
arbitrarily gave it to new possessors ; nor was 

he quite as " courageous" as your Lordship. 

The hideous Henry the Eighth, after he had 
gorged his avarice with the wealth of the fallen 
abbeys, set the example, which your Lordship, 
like another Cromwell, at the " suggestion" of 
others, has taken the liberty to " suggest " to 
the King. 

The very course, also, is somewhat servilely 
followed. And why were these abbeys de- 
stroyed ? Because " the yearly revenues," 
we find, " as they were valued by the Com- 
" missioners, amounted to an un-estimable sum, 
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" as appeared by the original book itself, pre- 
" sented to the King ! " History tells us this. 

But calumnies and false accusations, of far 
deeper die than are cast on the clergy of this 
day — malignant as those accusations are — 
were the forerunners of this spoil of the 
ancient abbeys. 

The monastic clergy had turned, indeed, 
from the word of God, when that word was 
open, and in light : theyj still adhered to 
darkness and vain traditions of men, and 
might not, therefore, the arm of the Lord 
be against them ? 

Among the charges of " false witnesses " 
which rose up against them, some were ut- 
terly incredible, and which I shall not disgust 
the reader by detailing. But Lord King, be- 
fore the whole Christian community of this 
land, from his high place, has said, " Deans 
" and chapters are the monks and friars of 
" the Protestant Church " ! ! 

I have, in another place,* spoken as I felt 
of this noble Lord, on account of his ungene- 
rous, unmanly, and unsparing sarcasms and 
contumelies on a body of men, venerable for 
age and virtues, and therefore unfit subjects of 

* Life of Bishop Ken. 
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incessant and unfeeling insults ; but I would 
address him now in a very different language. 
I would beseech this noble Lord, in the name 
of that illustrious relative, (Lock) whose life 
he has gratefully written ; — I would beseech 
him, in the name of that immortal member of 
our cathedral establishment, concerning whose 
logical powers and mild character his illus- 
trious relative spoke so nobly, confessing his 
own obligations ; I would beseech him, by the 
learning, modesty, and charity of Lock's great 
master, Chiilingworth ; I would beseech him 
by the honoured name and virtues of Hales, of 
Eton ; by the name and meek evangelical vir- 
tues of Bishop Jeremy Taylor ;— only, as I 
have entreated Lord Henley, to cast his eyes 
round his own library, and when the learned 
works of Pocock, of Christ Church of Butler, 
of Durham— of Pearson, of Chester— of Usher, 
of Armagh — and others, from Burnet and Sher- 
lock, of Salisbury, down to poor Heber; — 
by those wails of Eton and Oxford, where he 
himself was educated in classical literature — I 
would beseech him to ask of his own heart and 
understanding whether he thinks, or can think, 
for a moment, such men and such names, as 
are almost unnumbered, in the English Protes- 
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tarit Church— whether lie thinks such men, 
such scholars, and such names, to be, indeed, 
<€ the monks and friars of the Protestant 
" Church?" I would ask him, further, whe- 
ther he thinks, or can think, that they who 
translated the Bible, and brought into the light 
of the living day that book which dispersed 
those " monks" and those €€ friars," " red, 
" white, and grey," as with the prophet's wand 
— whether they who translated that book, and 
caused it to be placed in all the parish churches 
through Christian England ; — whether those 
men, who were burnt at the stake for being 
the means of spreading that unextinguished 
and unextinguishable light, were " monks and 
€€ friars of the Protestant Church ?" 

We know not whether the hand of God 
might not have been visible when all the tents 
of those who denied his word were destroyed; 
but these tents, over the land, were as a thou- 
sand to one compared with those establish- 
ments preserved to nourish learning and piety. 
And I know, by the fruits, how well they de- 
served that preservation in the storm which 
fell on the innumerable convents and abbeys. 
I know that these, in their worst estate, were 
the means of much good, in feeding the poor 
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and needy ; and we may also doubt whether 
their ancient lands and inheritances, now in 
lay hands, are better employed ; but to this, I 
trust, most honest hearts will assent, that to 
plead robbery in one age as a reason for rob- 
bery in another is to argue neither on the 
grounds of justice or equity. 

We know how the monks abused their pros- 
perity, and " forgot the Lord ;" we know how 
the friars abused the credulity of the people ; 
have the Protestant clergy of the cathedrals, or 
the clergy through the kingdom, done this ? 
Then let them likewise perish ! But many as, 
in the present day, are their enemies, we know 
otherwise. 

As so many abler opponents of Lord Hen- 
ley have entered the field, I here lay down the 
pen. 

I have delivered my sentiments plainly and 
warmly, but, I hope, not uncandidly, and 
far, heaven knows, from any ideas or feelings 
of base self-interest. 

My days must soon be told, but I scarce 
think I could have laid my head on my dying 
pillow if I had not, however weakly, made this 
remonstrance. 

Nor do I make it as being now, late in life, 
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a member of those chapters which I would 
defend. 

J had no reason whatever to have expected 
to have possessed such a station in the Church 
as I now hold, after having been, in Mr. 
Hume's sense of the word, near forty years one 
of the " working" clergy ; but had I been a 
village curate still, nor ever raised to the rank 
of those I defend, I should have been well 
content, nor thought, for a moment, I had 
any right to complain, seeing I entered the 
walls of our persecuted Jerusalem deliberately 
and of choice. 

As to my present individual interests, let them 
perish. The most I have received from a ca- 
thedral-chapter has been expended upon those 
— every shilling and every farthing — among 
whom I have a sojourn for three months in 
the year. Nor should 1 care, as far as I am 
personally concerned, if every sixpence was 
taken away, spending, as I do, more than I 
have ever received in subscriptions and various 
charities ; but never will I cease, whilst any 
liberty remains in this kingdom, from proclaim- 
ing, as far as my weak voice may be heard, 
the service rendered to the state by English 
deans and chapters, and the robbery and the 
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projected indignities, not of enemies, but by 
those who call themselves friends. 

I say not one word in defence of any one 
abuse ; but I have spoken with truth and so- 
berness of services most important, in every 
age, rendered by the clergy of our cathedral 
establishments, and of the most impressive ca- 
thedral music. 

But the signs of the times will enable us to 
speak of one consequence with, I fear, pro- 
phetic certainty. 

If, in a country where religion, as it ought 
to do, blends with every order of the state, from 
the cottager to the monarch on his throne, 
episcopacy no longer shall show her " mitred 
" front " in senates; if the sacred endowments 
of ancient piety shall not stand in the way 
of trenchant political economists — it will not 
be long before property of every kind will be 
assailed, as belonging to the " sovereign peo- 
" pie !" The House of Lords will again be 
voted a useless" and the sceptre of the Head 
of the Protestant Establishment cast to the 
dust. 

These are the feelings from which I have 
written. Most seriously regretting if I should 
have said a word inconsistent with the highest 
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personal respect, and as anxious, my Lord, as 
yourself, for such improvements in the Church 
establishment as deep consideration, in the 
fairest and most liberal spirit, might dictate, I 
shall here conclude what I have ventured to 
throw out on that subject, with some lines sug- 
gested by a most interesting sight, which your 
Lordship might witness every day in the year 
at Salisbury, if any spirit less hostile to the 
" working clergy " of the cathedrals, and the 
affecting music of her choirs, should induce 
your Lordship — who have so much time to 
spare — to inspect, with your own eyes, our 
establishment. 

On the Poor Blind Man of Salisbury Cathedral* 

There is a poor blind man, who, every day, 
Thro' frost and snow, in sunshine and in rain, 
Duly as tolls the bell, to the high fane 

Explores, with falt'ring footsteps, his dark way, 
To kneel before his Maker, and to hear 
The solemn service chanted, full and clear. 

Ask why, alone, in the same spot he kneels 

Thro' the long year ? Oh ! the wide world is cold, 

And dark to him ; but here, no more he feels 
His sad bereavement : Faith and Hope uphold 

* See Life of Bishop Ken. 
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His heart : amid the tumult of mankind 

He droops no longer — lone, and poor, and blind : 

His soul is in the choirs above the skies, 

And songs, far off, of angel-harmonies. 

Oh ! happy, if the vain, the rich, the proud— 
The pageant actors of life's motley crowd — 
Would drop the mask ; the moral prospect scan, 
And learn one lesson from a poor blind man I 



I am, my Lord, 
With the greatest respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. L. BOWLES. 
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Page 18. For " no services," read " few senrices." 

" Choir," pauim, " for « quoir." 
Page . For " Gillies," read " Gilly." 

Page 57. For " Posy," read " Pusey." I have been mistaken in what I bare re- 
lated of this learned gentleman, as the anecdote applies to bis equally 
learned predecessor, Dr. Nichols. 
For « hasri," read «• haerant." 
Page 61. Dele •« protesting against the principles of unprincipled spoliation." 
Page 65. " Suited to it," dele " it. " 
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COMPARISON OF THE ENGLISH AND 

SCOTCH CHURCHES, AS TO 

EMINENT CHARACTERS. 



Examination of a late Article in the Edinburgh Review 
on Lord Henley's Plan of Church Reform. 

I have chiefly confined myself to those passages of 
Lord Henley's pamphlet which appear to me to have been 
conceived more in the spirit of a kind of Puritanical partizan- 
ship, than in that of a large and fair view of the general effects 
and advantages of our cathedral establishments. 

Respecting Lord Henley's motives, though these obviously 
less liberal views may have, unwarily, shown themselves, yet 
the general calmness and the fairness of his statements and 
arguments — his anxiety to preserve, and not destroy — every 
heart must feel ; and we liberally concede this full admission 
to the writer of the article in the Edinburgh Review, " On 
Lord Henley's Church Reform." 

But the same writer, remarking on that most able t 
answerable tract, written, I believe^ by Mr. Rose, ei 
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" The Farmers and the Clergy," makes some remarks, 
as a " Scotchman/' which, as "an Englishman," £ shall en- 
deavour to answer ; I shall, therefore, carefully set down the 
exact sentence in the Edinburgh Review respecting the differ- 
ent Churches, when the determination of the question is so 
important as to the high ground on which the English Cathe- 
dral Clergy are defended. 

The writer to whom £ have alluded, (Letters to Farmers) 
speaking of the Scotch Church, had observed — 

" I believe very many of its ministers to be excellent and exemplary 
"men, but it has had very few writers of any celebrity; and they 
" have almost all been persons called away from their livings to pub- 
" lie stations in the Universities." " We deny this entirely," quoth 
the great Edinburgh Polemic and Critic ! " In the course of the last 
" half of the eighteenth century? he observes, " that church numbered 
•' among her ministers, Robertson, Reid, Campbell, Blair, Watson, 
"Fergusson, Small, Gerrard, Blair (the poet), Playfair — and the 
" list might be extended ! ! " 

The question most important is, whether the Scotch Clergy 
bear any comparison with ours as to eminent writers. 

Now in the face of all these great names of Presbyterian 
piety and learning, I fearlessly take up the gauntlet on the part 
of the Episcopal Church of England, and dare the Reviewer, 
if he will honour me with a meeting, to " the utterance/' 
But I would request the reader to remark, in the fore- 
going passage, first, that the period is restricted to the " last 
•'half of the last century? by which restriction at once an 
immense army of English scholars and theologians, who, from 
their citadels of Episcopal Chapters, had advanced, with the 
banners of their own translation of the bible in front, and left 
such imperishable records of their sufferings, and their virtues* 
and their learning, and their piety. These were all Cathedral 
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Clergy; and among these, to say nothing of the Bishops* let 
us take, as translators of the Bible and compilers of oar Li- 
turgy, six Deans, the very name of whom is to be abolished 
by Lord Henley ! 

Dean of St. Paul's, 

Dean of Westminster, 

Dean of Christ Church, 

Dean of Winchester, 

Dean of Worcester, 

Dean of Windsor. 

Perhaps his Lordship's advisers may be partial, among 
Deans, to him of Durham, who so pathetically traversed, in 
the metrical psalms, " by the waters of Babylon," the W. W. 
in alliance with Sternhold and Co. ; but others might have 
more regard and respect for those who were employed in 
compiling our calm but most impressive ritual. These were 
all Bishops and Deans, and some burnt at the stake. 

Cranmer, 

Ridley, 

Latimer, 

Goodrich, Bishop of Ely, 

Holbech, Bishop of Worcester, 

Day, Bishop of Chichester, 

Skip, Bishop of Hereford, 

Thirlby, Dean of Westminster, 

May, Dean of St. Paul's, 

Haynes, Dean of Exeter, 

Redman, Dean of Westminster, 

Cox, Dean of Christ Church. 

Before we proceed further, let us contrast the learning 
and piety of those men, who, at Frankford, assisted by the 
great John Knox of Scotland, contributed their own far- 
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famed " breeches Bible ! "* History does not inform us of 
the circumstance, but it is not unlikely that the translation, 
" made themselves breeches," was a translation by the illus- 
trious father of the Kirk himself, for reasons which might be 
specified, but which 1 shall not stoop to " suggest." 

Knox having, perhaps, furnished this expressive translation, 
was employed, after his return, " not only dinging the pulpit 
" in brads," but assisting his pious disciples in devastating the 
beautiful and majestic cathedrals, those " foul nests of super- 
«• stition "f 

However I will take the period prescribed, and I will say, 
that if the Scotch Presbyterian Church can be proved to pos- 
sess, in proportion, illustrious men bearing any comparison 
with the host of eminent scholars and divines of the Church 
of England, I will exchange— in the language of poor Scot 
— " my square" for " a prentice-cap ! " 

If I prove the contrary, we will set all our cathedral bells 
ringing, notwithstanding the dogma of John Knox's school 
of divinity, that, to ring more bells than one be, in the lan- 
guage of the " League and Covenanf men, as great a sin as 
to commit murder ! or even play cribbage! ! according to 
the Puritans. 

What are the preliminary terms of the contest? 

The Scotch Reviewer thus lays them down: — 

" Taking the proportional numbers of clergymen in the two conn- 
" tries, more than a hundred English divines must be produced by the 

* A well-known edition, in which the word " aprons," in the com- 
mon Bibles, is translated " breeches ! " 

f One only cathedral was preserved by these fanatic democrats — 
that of Glasgow ! In the Orkneys, Kirkwall cathedral remains as a 
parish church ; but, as far as the sacred sounds of choirs are concerned, 
it may be said to " listen" only 

" To to own wild winds." 
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" author, who have, during the above period, acquired as great distino- 
" tion in the literary or scientific world as those Scotch ministers, be- 
" fore it can be argued that our frugal Establishment has a less ten- 
" denoy to attract genius than the well-endowed livings of her more 
" splendid sister, The sort of qualification introduced by the author 
" into his proposition is quite immaterial. If these eminent men were 
" educated for the Scotch Church, and held preferment in it, their 
" being afterwards attached to the Universities was only one conse* 
" quencc of the celebrity which they had acquired. Thus Dr. Robert- 
" son wrote his History of Scotland, by many thought his best work, 
" and certainly one that comes as near the excellence of ancient histo- 
" rical composition as any production of modern times, while he lived 
" on a small benefice in East Lothian. He was an officiating member 
"of the Church all his life, and his academical emoluments never could 
" have reached £150 a-year. So, too, Dr. Reid, while minister of a 
" small benefice in Aberdeenshire, had distinguished himself by his 
" first work, (in Philosophical Transactions) and had laid the founda- 
" tion of the most original and important of all his writings, and the 
"groundwork of all the rest — his ' Inquiry.' Almost all those we have 
" named were men of letters or of science while clergymen merely, 
" and before they had any university connexion. In truth, the Scotch 
" Universities, without fellowships or residence, is such as to afford no 
" direct encouragement to science, in the manner supposed by the 
" author. In England, men are brought up to a University as to a 
M profession ; and many of these also taking orders, appear to be lite- 
" rary men belonging to the Church, whereas they really belong to the 
" Universities. In Scotland it is not so ; and this consideration in 
u creases the proportion of Scotch to English literary divines." 

Now remark, reader. The Reviewer speaks of those 
" livings" only in the English Church as are required to fur- 
nish men of learning in proportion to those of the Kirk of 
Scotland, the livings in Scotland being reckoned at a thou- 
sand, and the livings in England ten thousand; therefore for 
every TEN in the Kirk, a hundred eminent scholars and 
divines must be produced from the Church of England ! In 
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the pride of his heart, our blithe Reviewer croweth forthwith, 
and places in front of his army — humblj assuring lis " the list 
" may be extended?' — nine names of eminent Scotch scholars, 
divines, and one poet ; the poet being introduced, I suppose, 
as a drummer, in the mean time, he most modestly omits one 
name greater than all — the Rev. John Macrae, Doctor in Di- 
vinity, author of the Life of John Knox, and reviewer in 
the Edinburgh Review! 

We vail our bonnets to the scholars produced, though not 
acquainted with the names of all ; and though abused or scolded 
almost every three months bj other writers in the blue and 
yellow, and almost every day traduced and held up to pro- 
scription by the Scotch Morning Chronicle — so far from shew- 
ing that we of the Church of England partake aught of the 
same spirit of detraction and defamation, let us warmly hail 
the majority of such names as are here produced, though 
I, as an individual, have the misfortune of not knowing all 
the names. Should envy seek 

— — " The laurels from their brows to tear, 
M Ourselves would labour to replace them there." 

The list stands before us. Robertson— acclamantibus om- 
nibus — Dr. Robertson, the elegant and learned historian, 
take the chair! Dr. Blair, a critic, and writer of sermons, 
eloquent as pious. Reid, an acute and logical metaphysician. 
These are the first three, and then follow 

Campbell, 4 

Ferguson, 5 

Watson, 6 

Small, 7 

Gerrard, 8 

Playfair, 9 

The Poet, 10 
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Before we lay aside the list, which, as the Reviewer says, 
" might be extended" let us make one remark, I trust, not 
illiberal upon the Scotch Presbyterian Calvinistic school. 
Out of all these, particularly the eloquent author of the once 
most popular Sermons, how many of them have eloquently 
enforced the peculiar dogmas of John Knox, which some 
Doctors think inseparable from Christianity ? Blair's ser- 
mons are more in the style of elegant essays than of ser- 
mons ; and the most eminent of all the Scotch theologians, to 
say nothing of his Christian character* is Archbishop Leigh- 
ton ! But the ten thousand livings of England must produce 
a hundred to ten of eminent writers to be compared with those 
of whom these elect of the Scotch universities are put for- 
ward as specimens — being one poet, besides academical pro- 
fessors! I do not say that auy of the country clergy will be 
found equal to Professor Playfair in philosophy ; but taking 
the list generally, and including whoever may be included in 
the " extended list/' even the historian of John Knox him- 
self, I do not fear to assert, that not only the countless num- 
ber furnished by the whole kingdom, from all the livings and 
cathedral chapters, would far exceed the ten to one, but that, 
the episcopal chapters, which is more to the purpose — yes ! 
the episcopal chapters alone, including, of course, the bishops, 
would furnish a greater number — a far greater number of the 
most eminent and illustrious scholars and divines, than the 
whole body of Scotch Clergy ! and then the fair scale would 
be, that if all the eminent clergy in Scotland from John 
Knox's thousand kirks were compared with the English clergy 
furnished by the episcopal cathedral chapters alone % the num- 
ber Scotland ought to produce should be ten to one ! ! for if 
there be a thousand livings in Scotland, there can be reckoned, 
I should imagine, not more than two or three hunded mem- 
bers of " trumpery" chapters, and then respecting the vaunted 
list, I think that, taking even the given period, from the mid- 
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die of the last century, 1760, to the present day, I could 
outnumber the list by one chapter alone!/ 

It appears to me, indeed, that such a list could not have 
been put forward but to show " the nakedness of the land ! " 
Might we not here add, that the Reviewer's list of nine 
worthies with one poet bring to our recollection the cele- 
brated nine poets produced by Oxford in days of yore? 
Verily the solitary poet among the nine Scotch worthies looks 
somewhat forlorn, as nine of certain celebrated " operatives " 
(not " working" clergy) are said, proverbially, to make a man, 
the following nine poets of Oxford might be opposed to the 
forlorn minstrel among the nine Scotch philosophers. 

" Alma novem celebres genuit Rhedycina poetas." 

Bubb, Grubb, Chubb, Crabbe, Trapp, Young, Carey, Ticket, Evans.* 

I might set some of the classical Aberdeen scholars in de- 
spised Latin verses to scan, on their five fingers, the above 
musical names, Bubb, Grubb, &c. 

The Biographer of John Knox, who very properly deridetb 
the " nonsense verses" of our public schools, will observe here 

* Which distich may be thus translated — 

Oxford produced nine wondrous bards— Chubb, Grubbe— 
Crabbe, Trap, Young— Evans, Cary, Tickel, Bubb ! 

These poets are as much distinguished in general as a certain 
Cambridge Doctor, whose Latin is akio to that of some "correct" 
Latin poets of Scotland. Dr. Bainbridge, it is said, went to Oxford 
from the sister university to read a mathematical lecture, and put up 
his notice thns — " Leoturus de polis et axis." Upon which some of 
the merry Oxonian nine wrote the following lines : 

" Dr. Bainbridge 

" Came from Cambridge, 

" Lectnrus de polis et axis; 
" Let him go back again, 
" Like a dunoe as he came, 

" And learn a new Syntaxis." 
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are nine poets of Oxford, some of whom he may have heard 
of. The Reviewer certainly mast know the name of Young, 
author of " Night Thoughts/' and, peradventure, of Trapp, if 
not of Grubbe, Chubb, Crabbe — not, alas ! poor Crabbe, of 
Trowbridge. 

As to Scotch clerical poets, let the reader remember that 
Home, the author of " D Dug! as," was rejected from Pres- 
byterian orders for having been guilty of that inexpiable sin 
of writing a beautiful tragedy, otherwise this list might have 
been graced with another poet besides Blair. Rut on the 
part of the English clerical poets, whom shall we oppose 
to the " sweet singers " of the Kirk ? 

The English Church may produce some poets as eminent as 
the author of " The Grave," not only in sacred poesy, but in 
that undying language, which, together with its silly quantities 
learned from sillier '' nonsense verses," the lofty metaphy- 
sicians and polemics of Scotland, so much despise. Has the 
reader ever seen the Preces quotidiance, Greece et Latine, of 
that Bishop Andrews, on whom Milton wrote his exquisite 
lines, In obitum Prcesulis Wintoniensis ? Has he read certain 
verses by Bishop Hall, who wrote " Hard Fare," after being 
insulted and robbed by the tolerant Calvinists, the " de- 
crees" of whose infallible Kirk he had supported in the 
" Triumph 9 * of the Synod of Dort over old Barnevelt and the 
persecuted Grotius f Has he heard of the " Divine Poems" 
of Master Herbert — that " humble and holy man/' preben- 
dary of Salisbury ? Of Bishop Ken, whose hymns are now 
sung to the tunes he himself adapted, from Tallis, the com- 
poser of idolatrous cathedral services ? and whose Life the 
author has humbly endeavoured to delineate. But these 
authors are obsolete, and beyond the prescribed period. 

Yet has the Reviewer ever read the verses on Winohester 
College- Window, by Lowth, when at school ? Has he read 
" The Choice of Hercules," by the same author? Has the 
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reader, for I wilt-not ask the learned Reviewer, felt a tear 
gathering in his eye when he has repeated the affecting Latin 
lines on the death of his only daughter, by the same scholar 
and eminent divine, Bishop Lowth ? 

" Cara Maria vale ! praastans pietate, pudore ? 
" Et plusquam natae nomine cara, vale !"* 

Has he read the sublime strains of the Prophet Isaiah in 
the accomplished prelate's animated translation in bis " Sacred 
Poetry" of the Hebrews ? 

And will not these names, all bishops and dignitaries, with- 
in the limited period, as eminent for learning and piety, match, 
in the sweetest sacred and moral poetry, the solitary poet of 
" The Grave," among the learned band of nine Scotch di- 
vines ? Let him remember, also, that the Kves of these sacred 
poets and scholars were all in unison with their sacred verse. 

Among poetical divines, have we not the sublime Young? 
have we not the polished Mason ?f have we not War ton, t 
whose name I have never repeated without a tear of gratitude 
on account of the first smile of approbation which marked my 
first Sapphic verses in the early day of yonth — equal, I may 
say, without envy, to the phoenix of classical latinity and 

• Archbishop Markham's exquisite lines on the death of Frederick 
Prince of Wales may be mentioned; and the latin Lines on Rosa- 
mond's tomb, in the quadragesimalia, 

" Qua nudo Roeamunda," &c. 

and I might olass, as a most accomplished scholar, as well as pioua* 
learned divine, the present Primate of all England. 

f Mason, precentor of York. 

X J. Warton, prebendary of Winchester. Poor Tom lived and 
died fellow of a college. 
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correctness in Sapphic, the hopeful Graeme, with his " dactile 
" and spondee ?" 

" PUKRI AGBB8TES J!"' 

Have we not, besides the valuable theological works and 
sermons of 6. J. Huntingford, his exquisite Greek Monos* 
trophies? Have we not the works and beautiful poems of 
Bishop Heber ? These sacred poets are all cathedral digni- 
taries. Among the others, have we not had him whom we 
have just lost, poor Crabbe f and Crowe, whose Lewesden 
Hill has never been justly appreciated, but which, in moral 
sublimity and genuine poetry, exceeds any modern poem on 
local and picturesque. beauty in this island? Have we not 
living, Bishop M ant, and, though not ecclesiastical dignitaries, 
a Milman, a Keeble, and my friend, the Rev. Charles 
Hoyle, whose lines on Bishop Ken are published in a Life of 
that Prelate, which Life has called forth the Reviewer's ani- 
madversions, equally learned and candid? The writer of the 
lines on Ken is as far superior to Ken in poetry and learn- 



• In Dr. Anderson's British Poets, p. 441, is inserted a Sapphic 
Ode! which is styled by the Doctor himself " a correct and manly 
<* performance for a boy of fifteen!" Let the classical reader take a 
sample: 

« Fturi agmtes, irridendum pecus, 
" Pannia obsiti, circa focum premunt, 
" Nugas narrantes, aeteros tedfugant 
11 Rises minaces!" 

A boy nine years old at Westminster, or Eton, or Winchester, 
would only remark in " these correct and manly" classical lines, four 
false quantities in the first line / seven ditto in the second ! four in the 
third ! and one in the Adonic, as the learned say ! ! To say nothing of 
the " correct" Latinity of this wonderful specimen of Scotch classi- 
cality ! 

b 
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"ing, and folly his equal in piety, silent worth, and unassuming 
virtue, though — not a bishop or a dean!* 

I fear we have lingered on poets and poetry too long, 
" Singula dum capti circumvectamur amore." But, confident 
and learned critic, I will not call on all the clergy of England 
to meet the illustrious theologians of the Kirk f I will put 
"hors de combat" all the rural clergy of England — fifteen 
thousand, including curates; I will even put out episcopal 
chapters generally ; and as to the list, and taking the Cri- 
tic's own proposition, we will see whether, with one chapter 
alone, we could not beat, as to eminent characters, the whole 
Scotch Church — not only from 1760, but from John Knox 
to Prophet Irving, always excepting Dr. Chalmers. I will, 
therefore, take the chapter of Sarum, as the one with which 
I am most acquainted, saying nothing of Jewell, Chilling- 
worth, Hooker — bishop, chancellor, and prebendary. The 
period demanded also excludes Burnet. Enter, then, from 
the chapter of Salisbury— 

1. Prebendary Martin Benson, afterwards Bishop of Glou- 
cester, author of many eminent theological : works. 

2. Bishop Hoadty, of whom I need not say a word. 
9. Bishop Sherlock, ditto. 

4. Bishop Douglas. A Scotchman, who might have been, 
but for our universities and cathedrals, an unknown minister 
of an obscure kirk. 

• w Come, Doctor, the King ! 
" "lis a scandalous thing, 
" Such a subject should be but— a Vicar F 

t Let me say of the eloquent, the pious, the learned, the ingenuous 
Chalmers, who has borne such noble and generous testimony to the 
learning and piety, fostered by our national cathedral establishments*— 

" Talis cum •», otinam noater eaaea !" 
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6. Bishop Burgess. Founded a college, as well as being an 
eminent scholar and divine. 

6. Dean Pearson. Author of the most interesting Life of 
Claudius Buehanan, and now engaged in writing the Life of 
that humble man of God, Swartz, with whose name India 
and Christian Europe resounds. 

7. Archdeacon Stebbing. Various learned theological works. 

8. Archdeacon Daubeny. Built a church! as well as wrote 
a " Guide" to it — the work of a profound Protestant theo- 
logian. 

9. Archdeacon Coxe, Who has thrown much new and in- 
teresting light on the historical periods on which he has 
treated 

10. Prebendary Gilpin. Sermons, Essays, and Life of 
Gilpin, of Durham 

11 . Prebendary and Archdeacon Dod well. Various learned 
and distinguished works, particularly on the Athanasian creed. 

12. Canon Bampton. If not a writer himself— qui facit 
per alium facit per se, he was the munificent founder of that 
Lecture in Oxford which has produced a White, a living 
Bishop Mant, eminent as a divine — eminent as a pious poet 
—eminent in learning and virtues — and a successive host* 
many most distinguished and learned, as Lawrence, Arch- 
bishop, &c. 

13. Prebendary Glocester Ridley.* Author of Life of 
Ridley, his great ancestor, school-fellow, at Winchester, 
with Bishop Lo th, author of Dissertation on the Syriac 
Language, and various works of learning and imagination. 

14. Robert Holmes, collated prebendary, 1790. Oxford 
Poetry Professor, and Editor of the Septuagint — a work of 
the greatest labour, learning, and importance. 

15. John Clarke, Dean. The friend of Sir Isaac Newton 

* His son, inheriting his father's fancy and learning, wrote " Tales 
of the Genii." 
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and Dr. Samuel Clarke, translator of Grotius, autbor of En- 
quiry into the Cause and Origin of Moral Evil, &c— a work 
of deep research and great knowledge. 

10. Robert Charles Blayney, prebendary, collated 1797. 
The learned Hebraist, author of Commentaries on Daniel, &c. 

17. French Lawrence, prebendary of the. prebend possessed 
by Camden. Lawrence, brother to Archbishop Lawrence, 
it is well known, was the intitnate friend of Edmund Burke, 
whom he assisted in all his great works, author of some of 
the happiest effusions of humour in verse, but author of a far 
more valuable religious work, published after his death by the 
Archbishop. 

18. Shute Barrington. Excellent and eloquent Sermons, 
&c», but more distinguished as having: dispensed, in munifi- 
cent charities, one hundred thousand pounds. 

19. Prebendary Faber. Mythologist, of various learning, 
and eminent theologian. 

20. Berens, Archdeacon. Author of several excellent 
works relating to the Churqh, 

21. I may be indulged in adding the name of my friend, 
Canon Macdonald, the nephew of Bishop Douglas, and author 
.of his Life 

2$. Canon Clarke— my coadjutor in defence of .Winchester 
College, and author of many eloquent Sermons and Charges. 

23. Having extended the nuinber so far beyond the Critic's, 
including his one poet, now behold a name with which he 
must be familiar — Allison, prebendary of Sarum.f 

• Respecting the names of Campbell, Small,. and Gerrard, in the 
Critic's list of his nine worthies of the Kirk of Scotland, upon enquiry 
I find Campbell, distinguished for his writings on Miracles, and' Gerard 
on Taste; but Douglas on Miracles, and Allison on Taste, I should 
think not much below them. Of Small I am unfortunate enough to 
know nothing, except of his name here announced. 

f See Letter to Lord Chancellor Brougham, by the Author. 
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24. Lastly, though " the list might be extended,' 9 let me 
conclude with mentioning: that accomplished young man, of 
the highest learning, piety, and promise, cut off, as he was 
about to shine among the foremost ranks of his profession, 
—the accomplished son of a most accomplished scholar, my 
friend, the present Dean of Winchester* 

Here are, then, from one chapter alone, and within the 
prescribed period, twenty-four soholars and theologians, 
many pf. whom will rank with any the Critic has produced. 
Jewel, and Chillinworth, and Hooker (prebendary), are cut 
off, as I have said ; and Seth Ward, one of the founders of 
the Royal Society -, and Bishop Burnet, who, if he had not 
been of the English Church, might have lived in an obscure 
manse, and Edward Pbcock, second only to his father in know- 
ledge of the Arabic and Hebrew languages. 

For the single poet, alas! in this chapter, within the 
period, I have only to produce Robert Holmes, Poetry Pro- 
fessor of Oxford — Gloster Ridley, author of ** Psyche," or 
the Metamorphosis, a moral poem of Imagination—French 
Lawrence — and the humble writer of these pages ; but if I 
could bring my mind to claim any poetidal notice, I might be 
bold to hope that, one day, St John in Patmos, or the 
Missionary, might not be thought unworthy of a place even 
with Blair's Grave. But, let the name of the poet be as 
humble as it may, for one poet of the Scotch Church, we can 
put into the scale one musician and one painter, as make-weights; 
for I shall conclude the list with the name of tire composer 
of an anthem— yes, " an anthem," Lord Henley l-i-yet heard 
in every cathedral in England, " I have set God always be* 
fore me ;" an anthem, with a " duet," my Lord, so pathetic, 
so devotional, that poor George the Third, who gave the organ 
to the cathedral, expressed a wish, not long before he died, 
that when he should be taken freqm his people, that anthem 
might be heard over his grave ! The name of the composer 
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is Blake, the name of the painter is Gilpio ; to these may be 
added, Allison, critic — all prebendaries of Salisbury. 

Now reckon up. Here are, in one cathedral-chapter alone, 
within the period required, twenty -four names, many of most 
exalted merit, for the ten of all Scotland. 

If one episcopal chapter in Eng and, consisting of forty 
members and bishop and dean, compared with the whole Kirk 
of Scotland, consisting of a thousand members, can produce 
upwards of two to one, taking the statement of the Reviewer, 
and many of most exalted literary eminence, such as Sher- 
lock, Hoadly, Douglas, Daubeney, &c, let Mr. Hume calcu- 
late how many eminent characters all the chapters in England, 
or all the English clergy, could produce, compared with the 
clergy of all bonny Scotland ? And let Lord King, if he reads 
this list— as he furnished himself with extracts from my Life of 
Ken— or Lord Teynham, if he can read at all, blush, for asking 
" of what use is the rubbish of trumpery deans and chapters ?" 

Some years ago, a writer in this same Review, not of 
Scotland, but educated in one of our public schools, aud now 
a dignitary of the Church, published an article to prove that, 
reckoning numerically, and according to his list, we were in- 
debted for our eminence in taste, science, and literature, to 
private schools ! for a formidable array of poets, divines, phi- 
losophers, and soldiefs, was drawn up to prove the advantage 
of not being publicly educated ! These he headed with the 
greatest poet, Shakspeare ! Ben Jonson, ditto ; among divines, 
Sherlock, ditto,* &c. The writer of these pages answered 
the challenge in the Classical Journal, name by name ; and 
though we do not expect " A soldier " to stay at school 
and learn Latin verses, having shewn the palm unanswerably 
due to public schools, we may proudly point to the greatest 



* Ben Jonson, every body but the Reviewer knew was educated 
at Westminster, and Sherlock at Eton ! 
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" soldier 9 ' in this or any age — Wellington of Eton ! So 
the present Reviewer presents his illustrious list of nine theo- 
logians and philosophers of Scotland, with his one poet, as 
drummer ! 

It is probable the Scot selected that period of literature 
which he knew produced those chiefly of whom the Church 
and the literary world might be most proud — the period in 
which shone Hume, Adam Smith, Thomson, Burns, Dugald 
Stewart, &c. 

But the question is upon literary and eminent characters 
in the respective Churches of England and Scotland ; and 
though we admit cheerfully many illustrious ornaments— and 
what Church upon earth, ancient or modern, would not be 
proud of such a name as that of Chalmers alone ? — yet, if we 
take a preceding period, who were the gospel-enlighteners 
of the darkness of the age ? 

When we had our Atterbury, Tillotson, Tennison, Wake, 
Seeker, Seed, Cud worth, Cumberland, Lowth, Warburton, 
Hurd, &c. with what doctrines did the sitter Church resound ? 
Happily, some of the flowers of learning, eloquence; and piety 
of the period just before that from which the Reviewer desires 
us to count our Christian, and literary worthies, have been 
gathered and .displayed for the advantage of the Christian 
world! 

A few specimens may . amuse the reader ; but he will re- 
member, we are bidden to this comparison, /row a certain pe- 
riod, and having confined ourselves* to that period in which 
his brightest galaxy shines, I will speak of a period a little 
earlier in the Scotch Church. 

While the English church-going parishioner heard the plain 
duties to God and man insisted on in the pulpit, the reader 
shall have a specimen of what the more godly kirk-prophets 
resounded in their pulpits ! 

A publication appeared in 1738, with extracts from letters 
and sermons, which no one at the time ventured to deny. 
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Let ns hear the meek Scotch divine, Rutherford, Knox's 
most ardent disciple, whose book was the admiration of the 
Scotch Presbyterian gospeller ! 

From Epistle to his Parishioners. 

" Christ sought his blach wife, through pain, fire, and the 
grave, and swimmed the salt sea for her, (the Presbyterian 
Kirk) and she then consented, and said, ' Even so take I 
him.'" 

To the Lady Kenmure. 

" Madam, why should I smother Christ's honesty? * * 
I shall hot' quarrel with Christ for a o/oom {frown). Now he 
hath taken the mask off his face, and cries, 'Kiss thy fill V " 
To Lord Kenmure* 

"Ah ! that I should lay my black mouth to such a/atr-— 
fair— fair face as Christ's ! '* 

To John Kennedy: 

" It doth a soul good to get a cuff or two with the lovely, 
sweet, and soft hand of Jesus ! !" 

. But enough of these loathsome defilements. Let us have 
an extract from a solemn Presbyterian sermon of Mr. John 
Wilkinson, a loving disciple of Knox; on the words, "As 
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

" You think, sirs, I am come here to preach the jog-trot 
faith and repentance to you. Not I, indeed. What think 
you, then, I am come to preach ? I come to preach a broken 
covenant. Who broke it? Even the Devil's lairds, his 
•bishops and curates (episcopal church ministers) ; and the 
deil will get them all a{ last!" 

These are some of those sublime and holy specimens of 
Kirk eloquence in the seventeenth century, and such as were 
published by the authors ! ! It is no wonder, then, that the 
Reviewer should wish to confine the comparison of distin- 
guished writers in the Kirk or Church of England to the 
last fifty years of the last century ! 
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Bat the elder sister of the Kirk, the Episcopal Church of 
England, trained in her universities and adorning her chapters, 
has no reason to blush for the writings of any of her sons 
from the Reformation to the Revolution, and from the Re. 
Tolution to the present day, except from the works of the 
race of Bulteels and Tiptafts, and some other vulgar fanatics. 

Having so long retained her august nurseries— having, as 
I have shown, learned her divine lesson in those endowed uni- 
versities, so much the objects of the obloquy and insults of 
Puritans and infidels— pointing to her illustrious progeny, 
from Cranmer and Jewel, the founders and vindicators of her 
scriptural communion, to Hall, and Beveridge, and Jeremy 
Taylor, and Ken, and Tillotson, and Lowth; — from Seeker 
and Tillotson to Howley ; — from Benson and Warburton to 
the Bishop of Gloucester, Monk; — from Ken, Bishop of 
Bath and Wells, to Law; — from Coney beare, or Newton, 
Bishops of Bristol, to Grey ; — from Burnet, Bishop of Sa- 
lisbury, to Douglas and Burgess ;— she fears no comparison 
with any religious community upon earth ! 

But the whole tone of the Scotch Kirk eloquence, from the 
middle of the seventeenth century to nearly the middle of the 
last, generally speaking, consisted of such divinity as Bulteel 
professes—" that God sees no sin in his chosen \" 

So disgusting to men of real sense, and piety, and learning, 
was this defilement, that the eloquent writers who succeeded, 
such as Blair and others, thought they could not go far 
enough from the jargon of Calvinistic self-election, and 
became, in their sermons from the pulpit, moral essayists, 
rather than sublime Christian preachers ; and, taking all the 
writers mentioned by the Edinburgh, it will be generally found 
that they taught doctrines as far remote from the doctrines of 
Calvin as the face of John Knox, in Wilkie's picture, is from 
the spirit of that book be appears to hold in his hand. 

But let us pause. On looking back a few pages, I find 
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I have committed a great injustice to the Reviewer, who 
advanced his nine literary divines of the Scotch synod, and 
one poet, against the host of accomplished scholars and theo- 
logians in the English Church. I might well fear his h tiger 
" baton," for I have not only, hapless bard, come forward 
with my " small baton" in opposition to such knock-down 
authority, but, being animated by the subject, have overshot 
my mark by extending, inadvertently, the comparison into 
the present century. 

Therefore, from my list I must take off five of the 
number specified, for I hope there will be no objection to 
those who wrote in the latter halfoi the last century, though 
still living ; but the number produced by the Critic will be 
still greatly exceeded by one episcopal ohapter in England in 
the prescribed period ; and Benson, and Hoadly, and Sher- 
lock, and Douglas, and Burgess, and Stebbing, and Daubeny, 
and Coxe, and Dodwell, and Gilpin, and Ridley, and Holmes, 
and John Clarke, and Blayney, Hebraist, and Archibald Al- 
lison, may compete, in high intellectual endowments, and in 
Christian spirit, with any champions of the faith through- 
out all Christendom. 

Proudly do we acknowledge that the present race of the 
exemplary and excellent clergy in Scotland are, in their lives 
and writings, in learning and in charity, of a far different 
race from the " Scotch Rutherfords !" If we have our Bul- 
teels and Tiptafls, they have their Irvings and his inspired 
prophetesses ! — but all these sink to nothing in comparison 
with the principles proclaimed in a late Plan of Reform ! 
The question is this — 

Have they who bequeathed their property for purposes of 
public benefit a right to bequeath their property upon their 
own conditions ? or has the public, benefited by such endow- 
ments, a paramount fight at all times, regardless of the will, 
intent, title-deeds, or charters of the founders, to take posses- 
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sion of the property bequeathed, and make a new . distribution 
and disposition of such devised lands and hereditaments — not 
(remark !) on account of any alleged abuses or wilful neglect, 
but from the sole plea of conducting such establishments more 
cheaply, and applying the funds to other purposes ? 

He who fearlessly, and loudly, and publicly, proclaims 
these principles, calls on the august and sworn Defender of 
the Faith — calls on the Peers and Commons in Parliament 
assembled — to second him. Turning the ear of pious abhor- 
rence, like the " solemn league-and-covenant men," from " un- 
godly and unprofitable pipings upon organs"— at least shud- 
dering at profane " duets and anthems" chaunted by urchins 
in idolatrous surplices, and shivering at the " pompous ce- 
remonials" of a cathedral and a verger with a wand, he issues 
forth from the synod at Exeter Hall, like another " knight 
of the woeful countenance/' in front of all our cathedrals, 
like so many windmills, and proclaims, rising on his hectic 
Rosinante — " Reform the Churoh ! Reform the cathedrals ! 
Banish duets and anthems ! Think of what the cathedrals 
cost ! Take away their estates and land, held from the time 
of their foundation I Put the proceeds into a bag I If 
there are six canons residentiary, turn out four! Keep a 
dean, with a ' more godly name* with two ministers, a la- 
tere r ' ' 

These principles appear to me equally absurd, illiberal, and 
unjust, as well as a most ungrateful return for the national 
benefit conferred by these establishments — conducted as they 
have been since the Reformation, and producing, even by 
Lord Henley's confession, such defenders, from age to age, 
of the assailed ark of our common Christianity. 

I look at the august and beautiful piles, the sustaining but- 
tresses, the battlements, and the spires, which have stood 
calm in the sunshine or the storm of so many centuries— and, 
not valuing so much as a bit of gravel in the walk that leads 
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to them, my own interest, pray to God for their inviolabi- 
lity, and that as their services have been of incalculable be- 
nefit to a Christian nation, the property that upheld them 
may not be diverted, without some delinquency proved against 
the present possessors, that from their hallowed arena, in 
other ages, other defenders of the faith may issue, as learned 
and pious as those who have gone before ! 



A certain Charles Tennyson, Member for Lambeth, tells his 
reflecting constituents, that " the whole property of the 
Church, which now belonged to useless drones, should 
be distributed among the working pastors !*' 

Listen to his erudite and candid coadjutor, Mr. Hawes, 
a *oap-boilei, who was of opinion — aye, marry was he — " that 
the drones and locusts" (auoh drones and locusts as Til- 
lotson, Seeker, &c.) " should be swept away, and that their 
gmins should be distributed among the ministers of religion 

Who WORKED !" 



FINIS. 
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MR. BRITTON'S CATHEDRAL ANTIQUITIES. 



On looking over the catalogue of those who hold the more 
eminent places iq the Church Establishment, we shall, doubt* 
less, find many who might seem from eminence in educa- 
tion, piety, or learning* to deserve that station ; and many 
whom we should rejoice to see so placed, feeling regret that 
no hand has been put forth to raise them from their quiet vil- 
lage duties, and the " noiseless tenor of their way/' 

On this subject I would " suggest" humbly another reflec- 
tion to your Lordship, which is, that if, abstractedly, the ca- 
thedral service might be thought somewhat removed from en- 
tire simplicity of worship, yet the venerable pile, the long pil- 
lared aisles, the lofty range of windows, the intercepted light, 
the solemn shrines, the monuments of the illustrious dead on 
every side, harmonize, most impressively, with the solemn 
sounds of devotional music, and these again with the plain, 
not pompous, dresses of those who take a part in these ser- 
vices, from the canon to the quoristers. 

Let a person of common feelings look at the beautiful en- 
gravings which, under the auspices of Mr. Britton, have 
been published, and which set before us the effect of these hal- 
lowed buildings, devoted, for so many years, to national sacred 
worship. 

The Author takes this opportunity, the first he has had, to 
express his sincere regret that, in his Life of Bishop Ken, he 
introduced a note, which might be thought disrespectful 
to this ill-rewarded but able illustrator of our Cathedral 
Antiquities. 
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The Knowledge of Tongues by Drs. Pococr, Blaney, and 
Gloster Ridley, Hebraists, and Arabic and Syriac 
Scholars, of the Cathedral of Salisbury, compared with the 
learned and Rev. Mr. Ibving and his Prophetical Ladies. 



When, besides the knowledge of the Latin, and that lan- 
guage in which the gospel was written, common to all, more or 
less, of the clergy, we add, in this one cathedral chapter, the 
examples of those versed in the Hebrew and Syriac language, 
we well know how little we can can compete with one Scotch 
clergyman — the Rev. Mr. Irving. 

We know that Montanns, the enthusiast of old, and the first 
methodist, had also his inspired ladies — Maximilla and Pris- 
cilla ; and, therefore, though we have those versed in the Sy- 
riac and Hebrew languages, we feel how inferior, in this re- 
spect, the most finished scholar, according to human means, 
must be, compared with Mr. Irving and his ladies. 

Besides they have advantage over the Apostles themselves, 
for the Apostles, not so deeply inspired, spoke known, not 
" unknown" tongues — tongues which were understood on the 
day of Pentecost by all the strangers who heard them, whe- 
ther Cretes or Arabians ! 

Now who has ever heard of any Chinese, Caffres, or Esqui- 
maux being the better or wiser for the language of this Pro- 
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phet's inspired misses, and therefore we might not deem it im- 
probable that he and these prophetesses, who doubtless despise 
deans and chapters, might be destined to convert some of the 
aboriginals of the remotest parts of Africa. 

It is well known that the Indians firmly believe all the 
baboons can speak if they will ! but they think the apes are so 
obstinate, that they will not speak, lest they should be set to 
work ! 

As no one yet on earth knows a syllable of the meaning of 
the sounds which inspiration puts into the mouths, most mira- 
culously, of Mr. Irving s grimacing female disciples, who 
knows but that the sounds might be the language of those 
tribes whe can speak 9 hot will not ! And what an edifying 
colony would this be, if Mr. Irving, and his damsels, who are 
" not understood 1 in this country, on being transported to Afri- 
ca, to propagate their gospel, should be instantly understood by 
the assembled ouran-outangs f Thus the ladies, and the great 
prophet himself among them, might spend their lives edifying 
each other and the serious apes, Mr. Irving having the glory of 
being their first converter and patriarch. 

Let us remember we live in the days of the march of intel- 
lect and the " revival " of the " real religion " of the old infal- 
lible Puritans, and the " new-birth" of Whitfield and Mug- 
gleton ! And most devoutly is it to be hoped, when men as 
learned and charitable as Tiptaft and Co. are daily leaving the 
Church, that all those to whom its scriptural sobriety — as well 
as the Bible itself — is not hat enough, may, forsooth, join the 
elect party in the distant regions of Africa, instead of compro- 
mising between their curacies and consciences here, and, if pre- 
ferred, disgracing the community to which they unfortunately 
belong ! A greater monster than all the inspired dsemoniacs of 
the sixteenth century — who reconciled praying, persecution, 
and murder, is a fanatic clergyman. 

Notwithstanding the follies, frenzies, and the crimes, that 
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disgusted the nation in the seventeenth century, so exactly is 
the pattern followed, both in spirit and letter, that already the 
new Vanes and Venners are expecting the second advent, or 
the reign of King Jesus, in country towns ! 

Perhaps, after all, this great prophet might become a se- 
cond St. Anthony, destined, with his ladies, to convert whole 
pig-sties in Ireland, preaching in " the unknown tongue " of 
that ill-used race, particularly as there is no longer, in that 
dark country, a tithe pig.* 

* The following is the hymn, in " the unknown tongue," from the 
encomiastic verses, in all languages, prefixed to the Travels of the 
renowned Tom Coryate, of Odcombe, Somerset : — 

For Mr* Irving' s Congregation. 

Sheeloosht arfraindren connay alefill, 
Emnaught elslopen seraght emnegtill ; 
Ofaghth contraltight erpon emselah 
Prutalt artennah semank semnelah. 



1 
1 
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EDINBURGH REVIEW AND BOWLES'S 
LIFE OF KEN. 



To the Editor of the British Magazine. 

Sir,— An admission of this in the British Magazine is re- 
quested, not so much on account of the " Life of Ken," as on 
account of the attack on the intolerance of English Episcopacy. 

The "Life of Ken" was written in defence. Sweeping 
accusations had been brought against the intolerance and 
persecution of the Episcopal Church in the seventeenth cen- 
tury. In the " Life of Ken," I published faithful extracts, be- 
sides Milton's withering Curse, from printed anti-episcopal ser- 
mons, in that period when "toleration was declared to be 
iniquity established by law 1 " when 

" Pulpit, drum ecclesiastic, 

« Was beat with fist, instead of a stick;" 

when the Calvinistic Puritan, from Presbyterian pulpits, preached 
murder and blood ! 

What is the triumphant reply to such documents of ruthless 
intolerance in the Scotch Review ? The Author is " treated 9 * 
with an extract from a sermon of the pious and primitive Saun- 
derson t What ! denouncing all other creeds and sects, in the 

d 
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fury of episcopal fulminations ? No! simply showing the poor 
good man's ultra ideas of passive obedience. 

With the same triumphant success, the great Arminius is 
produced, to prove what? that the great Calvin was not a 
most ruthless persecutor ? no such thing ? that Arminius called 
him — " an incomparable interpreter of scripture !" This, 
at' least, is not Oxford logic ! " But I am no Theologian ! " 
Oh t if by theology is meant the dogmas of that great theo- 
logian, or any part of the spirit of that " incomparable inter- 
preter of scripture," God of Mercy keep me from being a 
theologian ! 

Some impassioned expressions, arising from innate hatred 
and detestation of all intolerance and religious persecution, 
may seem to subject me to the charge of writing intemperately. 
If I have done so, I retract all such expressions, only saying 
the warmth was occasioned by the innumerable passages which 
lay before me, from Puritanic and Calvinistic sermons, abso-. 
" lutely, as I have said, crying for blood ! I equally regret, if 
I have done injustice to any sect or individuals, of different 
religious persuasions from myself. But " I am a Canon Resi- 
dentiary of Salisbury!" therefore my motives in writing must 
be obvious ! I answer in the words of Ben Jonson to Cam- 
den — 

" Others of thine this better could than I, 
" Then for their pow'rs accept my piety." 

But, if I wrote one word because I was canon, more than I 
should have written had I been a curate, I should be un T 
worthy to hold a pen. Canon, or curate, my opinions have been 
the same, having in youth most attentively read the writers on 
both sides ; and if in my old age, when I have given the result 
of those inquiries, I am a canon, without being indebted to 
prince, bishop, or peer, I have been a curate for nearly fifteen 
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years without preferment at all, and I should not have veered 
from one sentiment I ever entertained on the subject, if I had 
been a curate still, literally — 

" Passing rich with forty pounds a year." 

Now let the reader remark the further personalities in this 
criticism on a book f 

< " Lord Somers, and Lord Chatham, and Mr. Bowles, were 
of Trinity College, in Oxford/' — (Edinburgh Review.) In- 
deed! Did Mr. Bowles ever say a word as to a name so 
humble as his own being linked with names so illustrious ? 
And this association was brought in, not merely to excite a 
smile, but to give Mr. Bowles his due estimation, in a Latin 
note !* 

The names of Lords Somers and Chatham were appealed to 
by me in answer to Lord King, who spoke of Oxford as the 
dry nurse only of such creatures as Sacheveral. I quoted the 
illustrious names of those Whigs, to whom the country was 
indebted, to prove that they had their education in the same 
high-church university, where— 

" Locke led reason his majestic bride — where 
* " A Raleigh, Hampden, and a Somers shone :" — (Wahton) 

Lord Chatham and Somers being of the same college. 

One word as to the style I have adopted. The Life of Ken 
—embracing also an account of his patron, Motley, Bishop of 



* Signifying that many fools are born at Athens! ! ! It would have 
been more to the point if the Reviewer had quoted old Tom Warton's 
epitaph on an illustrious character: — 

" Here lies W. B., and what is more rartsh, 

" He was born, bred, and hansfd— in St. Thomas's parish !" , 
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Winchester— was intended to be a miscellany of narration, 
li poetry, dialogue, and digression." But illustration has been 
thrown on some of the most eventful periods of English history 
— on circumstances of unknown and delicate interest, which 
made Bishop Ken so adverse to the government of King Wil» 
liam — on the times of fanatical persecution — on the characters 
of Cromwell and Milton, who, I have conceived, suggested the 
solemn spectacle of a national trial, when Charles I. was a cap- 
tive. The motto to Milton's " Ready Way to Establish a 
Commonwealth" is — 



" et nos 



" Consilium dedimus Syll.x." 

The reader will find, moreover, the only information that 
exists of the origin of the long friendship between poor Pis- 
cator Walton, Ken's brother-in-law, and the Bishop of Win- 
chester, Morley. 

But now, in Miltonic phrase, hear, reader, what moved me 
to indite these miscellaneous matters in a style so various, and, 
peradventure, which thou, as well as my critic, mightest deem 
somewhat incongruous with the solemnity of episcopal bio- 
graphy. 

It was, simply, that in a miscellaneous history I might 

________ « steer 

u From grave to gay, from lively to severe," 

that I might avoid that most besetting sin of all biography, 
especially episcopal, which is not unaptly ycleped — " Hum- 
Drum." To say nothing that fanatical fury might well move 
" alternate scorn and horror," " alternate laughter and tears,"— 
the sad eloquence of Clarendon and the laughter of Hudibras, 
I remembered the style and interesting digressions of Isaac 
Walton himself, the near relation of Ken. 
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These considerations induced me to adopt the style I have 
used. But the Life of Ken is before the candid and fair judg- 
ing. I cannot conclude what is written better than with 
" Great Tom ! " whom the Reviewer introduces so facetiously. 
I can smile at this part of the " merry 1 * criticism, as much 
as any reader of the Edinburgh Review, from Aberdeen to 
Oxford. But it would have been fair to have given some 
portion of the context. " A church-going bell," in the long 
dismal reign of the Puritans, was " idolatrous" and all belfries 
silent. Dr. Fell gave this bell, called still " Great Tom," in 
his exuberant anti-puritan feelings, after the Restoration, as 
much as to say to the shuddering saints within its hearing, 
" now you shall hear a bell indeed !" I could not well omit 
this incident on the subject of the Restoration, but the Re- 
viewer has taken care to omit, what, if a fair man, he ought 
not to have omitted, my sentiments on Fell. " He (Dr. Fell) 
should have answered, when the King demanded the expulsion 
of Locke, ' Sir, I have eaten the bread of adversity for not 
obeying the Parliament, and I shall never consent to expel 
an innocent man, though I eat the bread of adversity and po- 
verty again.' " — Life of Ken. 

These are trifles, but surely I have ground to remonstrate, 
both as a Christian and a Christian minister, when the death- 
scene of Charles II. is quoted, and the conclusion left out, to 
make it appear that the awful scene of death could be only a 
matter of ridicule ! Whereas, if the whole passage had been 
quoted, (and three lines would have been sufficient) it would 
have been seen that my intention was to show how inefficient 
were all the outward shows and solemnity of absolution, when 
the heart of the dying libertine was " unchanged.* 9 

The words which would have explained the whole, and which 
were omitted, are these : — " And he goes to the judgment of 
the King of kings, with these words trembling on his tongue — 
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they show, at least, his kindness of heart, bat show also how 
far that heart was from Christian conversion"* — Life of Ken, 

The doughty Presbyterian speaks with proper contempt of 
the Arminian prelatick's " small batoon!" 

" My small batoon" consists of a few " small unanswerable 
facts/' but there are many errors and oversights which the Re- 
viewer has passed over, and for which I thank him. 

W. L, BOWLES. 



* The critic's judgment on the biographer is a critic's assertion. He 
who in these days defends the altars of his reviled church, knows on what 
penalty. I have testimonies «f which I might well be proud, in direct 
opposition to the critic.-f- It might be proper forme, before I lay down 
my pen, to remark, respecting the National Church, which I have had the 
hardihood to deem " Apostolic and Catholic," that every child repeating 
his creed, professes to believe in " the holy Catholic Church," ahdtthat 
Church " 1 believe" to be both Apostolic and Catholic, which is a branch 
of the primitive church before it was corrupted by the innovations of 
Popery or Puritanism. I should be justly amenable to the censure of 
making what was particular universal, had I spoken of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

t See an eloquent and candid writer in that clever miscellany— Eraser's Magazine 
—Gentleman's Magazine— British Magazine— Christian Remembrancer— the Times 
fanti-epitcopal as they are !)— and the various publications of the day, speaking 
directly in opposition to John Knox's critical decrees, or, peradrenture, those of the 
Rev. Dr. Macrae, Critic and Calvinist. 
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We have spoken, in the foregoing pages, of " The Use of 
Deans and Chapters." The following history, among " the 
short and simple annals of the poor," may give some idea of 
what use, also, are the Parochial Clergy. 



Narrative of same Passages in the Life of a Labourer in 
Husbandry, John Harding, of Bremhill, who received 
the Premium of the Bath and West of England Society. 



[from the bath chronicle.] 

We stated in our last the effect produced by the appearance 
of the two labourers before the company after dinner, one of 
whom had bred up, without any assistance, fourteen children, 
and who was then in his eightieth year. 

His history was thus given, as nearly as we can recollect, in 
the words of the Clergyman of the parish, the Rev* W. L. 
Bowles. 

" John Harding, my old parishioner, having received your 
bounty, I feel it a duty — having brought him here in my car- 
riage — to narrate some circumstances in his exemplary life, 
not on Aw account, but on account of the Christian example, 
in times like the present. 

" John Harding, now standing before you, a grey-haired and 
interesting old man, is the son of a plain honest farmer who 
rented a farm in the parish of Bremhill, and who was enabled, 
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at his death, to leave twelve children one hundred pounds each, 
and no more ! John, one of the children, was eighteen years 
of age when he received his humble share of his father's goods, 
and was a carter working on his father's farm. Now his having, 
at this early age, got possession of such a sum, I trust you 
will think redounds the more to his credit, as it shows his tem- 
perance and attention to those industrious and religious duties 
in which he was carefully bred up, and which he has preserved 
" from his youth up," for what would be the language of most 
young men in the same situation ? Why, ' I can but follow the 
plough when my money is gone /' On the contrary, never for- 
saking his honest, laborious employment, John prudently re- 
solved to put out his money ' to use/ as it is called, and save 
it till it was most wanted. 

'•' John had his village sweetheart, whom he married at the 
age of twenty-five, when he had saved enough to begin hum- 
ble housekeeping. He laboured on the farm as a carter to 
his eldest brother, and continued in his service three and 
twenty years, when his brother died. He then went into ser- 
vice on another farm in the same parish, possessed by two bro- 
thers of the name of Crook. One of these brothers is yet 
living, and John continued to work on the same farm from that 
time till the present year, living on one farm in the parish 
of Bremhill twenty-three years, and on the other farm thirty- 
seven years, and (with his original hundred pounds laid by for 
what is called a rainy day) breeding up, industriously and 
religiously, fourteen children ! 

" John continued-* 

* Jocund to drive his team a field,* 

till his increasing family began to press hard upon him, for 
having had one— two— three — four— five— six — seven— eight 
— nine — ten children, it might be thought that with not one 
penny besides what he gained by his weekly labour, six shU- 
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lings a week when he began, and the interest of his one hun- 
dred pounds, he and his wife must have had enough to do to 
get on. Still they kept on contentedly, and he never was ab- 
sent from his church on Sundays, where I have been what is 
the fashion in these days to call working clergyman for eight 
and twenty years. 

" Behold him now, the father of fourteen children, seven of 
whom are now living, and these fourteen children were at one 
time pressing on his affectionate anxieties ; and when he looked 
on the faces of his * little ones,' as he returned from his daily 
toil on the winter's evening, he looked on them with a prayer 
to God, and sometimes with tears in his eyes, before he went 
to rest. It will be conceived that, at this time, the thought 
must often have arisen that it would be for their advantage to 
take a small sum from his original stock ; but no ! God had 
hitherto befriended him — he never had any sickness, and he 
had weathered, in his journey of laborious life, many a wintry 
day. He still, therefore, laboured on, and had now saved up 
so much from the interest of his own money, that, with a little 
lent him by his old and affectionate master, he was enabled, not 
long ago, without any parochial assistance whatever, to pur- 
chase two small tenements, for three lives, of the Lord of the 
land, being still resolved to keep what he had saved so long for 
the evening of his days, when his work should be done. 

" Now, gentlemen, I would beg your attention to what fol- 
lows. Be assured there is nothing poetical in what I have re- 
lated, but plain and bare matter of fact. You have seen his 
mild features, his grey hairs, and his erect form, though now in 
his eightieth year ! When his strength for labour was declining, 
his numerous family being now settled or dispersed, his aged 
wife and himself lived in a small cottage ; and if I might here 
indulge in one word of poetry, I would set before you that inte- 
resting picture of an old couple from the affecting lines of poor 
Burns, as well as at this moment I recollect them — 

e 
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' John Anderson my Jo, John, 

< We climb'd life's hill toother, 
1 And many a happy day, mon, 

' We've had with one another; 
' Bat now we totter down, mon, 

* Yet band in band we'll go, 
' And rest together at the foot, 

' John Anderson my Jo.' 

" But now let us change the scene. The sura which had been 
preserved so long through the storms and sunshine of village 
life, at this time, when k was most needed, John had been per- 
suaded, for greater security, to place in the hands of one of 
those heartless — I will not debase the name by railing such a 
being a tnan, 



■ ■ ' For What man knowing this, 

* And having human feelings, would not Mush, 
' And fang ins head, to call himself * man 9 ' 

But, In an evil day, the savings of a long life were entrusted 
to the hands <ef one who 'left; the ^country in -debt Shmehmmdrmi 
thousand pounds ! Among thousands of otter sufferers my poor 
friend was one. His money was gone to the winds in the tune 
of the graatesttteed ; tout he was not desolate ontinely, for though 
his hundred pounds with which he «et out in life wove {gone, lie 
had two cottage tenements *till remaining — <now, indeed, held 
oidy by one Hfo. Adas ! in less than three years thfe one Jife 
dropt, and be tand his wife were, after so indnstrions and so laqg 
a life, 4efit to the reluctant dole of a (parish, and their last asylum 
a (parish workhouse 1 What 'did he do ? He came to tfae£iap- 
8on<o£1he parish— the poor mans general foiend, notwithstand- 
ing the obloquy sand insults to whioh, in the present (day, he is 
exposed." (A loud 'burst of general cheering .here interrupted 
the animated -speaker.) "Me came to me; he 'told the {plain 
and simple facts ; nnd those facts, whioh I have jaow detailed, 
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I stated, from his own mouth, in a petition to the Lord of the 
land, under whom his cottages were held. He was unable to 
pay for a renewal. The plain statement thus taken from his 
own mouth was sent, in the poor man's name, to the great 
landed proprietor. What did this Lord of the land the instant 
he had read the statement ? Hear, ye revilers of our generous 
aristocracy ! He instantly called on the poor old grey-headed 
labourer, shook him cordially by the hand, and told him ' to 
make his mind quite easy/ for the cottages were his for his 
own life and that of his wife, which he hoped would yet last 
for many years. 

" Gentlemen, this was the language of that kind Lord, and 
you will instantly feel that language would be inadequate to 
express my own feelings, who for twenty years have been the 
friend of that Lord, when I now inform you that Lord was our 
most noble and benevolent President, the Marquis of Lans- 
downe. 

" I have only to express my ardent hope, that whilst such 
charities are exhibited as this day we have witnessed, and whilst 
the rich and the poor thus meet together, we need not fear 
that any revolutionary waves will sweep away the proud fabric 
of the British constitution ; and thanking you, in behalf of my 
poor parishioner, for your attention, and the time I have taken 
up, it only remains for me to pray for the increasing prosperity 
of the Bath and West of England Society, as of all the innu- 
merable institutions of benevolence which distinguish our glo- 
rious country, and which are the children and offspring of our 
national religion." 



PMMED EY H. F.. CAKHINGTON, CHROMCLK OFFICE, BATH. 
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